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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

On this historic occasion of our 49th Indenpendence Day, I convey my warmest greetings to the people 
of Orissa. It was exactly forty eight years ago on this day that our country became free from British rule and 
anew nation was born. Our struggle for independence is unique ne RE ete ge Paes 
by Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest leader ever known. Our freedom was achieved through Ahimsa and 


Satyagraha. 
Our Independence Movement was not merely a struggle against foreign rule. It was a renewal of our 


faith in these ethical values, which have come down to us over the centuries. Both these legacies of our 
in our efforts to free mankind from poverty, hunger and 


and violence, we have to pursue our destiny with a 
herished by Mahatma Gandhi, the father of our 


ancient tradition remain relevant today. 

ceprvation, Ina world, riven with conflict, intolerance 
itm and unshakable faith in these very same values, ¢ 
ation, 

let us recall not only the great sacrifice, the 


te the 49th Independence Day, 
during the freedom 


determination of this great son of India, 
lear vision, which continue to show us the way to sustainable 
ony. This is also an occasion for us to recall the sacrifice of 


n their lives for the nation’s freedom. 


__ Today, as we celebra 
'ndomitable courage and the unswerving 
Struggle, but also his serene wisdom and c 
development with social justice and harm 
innumerable freedom fighters who laid dow 
The people of Orissa had also played a significant role in this great national movement. Hisory will 
always bear witness to the invaluable contribution made by Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Utkal Gaurav 
Madhusudan Das, Pandit Nilakantha Das, Acharya Harihar, Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab and 
Pandit Biswanath Das and other leaders of Orissa, too numerous to mention m the freedom struggle and the - 
Teawakening in‘our country. Let us salute all of these great martyrs in all humility and reverence. 
us 48 years ago was indeed only a beginning in the history of our long 
March. We had then attained only political freedom. We all know that political freedom is a means to 
®conomic freedom and social justice. The task of building a strong nation, committed to social justice, equity 
and harmeny, is not an easy one. We need to rekindle in our minds, the determination and resolve which 
. aracterised those who fought for our freedom. We need to be wise in avoiding the pitfalls of bleouy and 
Ntolerance. We have to be compassionate and sensitive to the needs of those who are under-privileged and 


€prived, 


The Independence achieved by 


Our State of Orissa is rich in resources and skills. We also have a rich heritage of fine craftsmanship. The 
People of Orissa were known for their courage and enterprise, since the intrepid sailors of Kalinga ventured 
°Ut to the countries of South East Asia, in the 7th Century A.D. Despite an abundance of physical resources 
aaa strong tradition of initiative and enterprise, our State remains under-developed and a substantial part 
Sour i f i ities. In terms of percapita income and the quality of life, 

ion i even the basic necessities. 
population is deprived 0 fore ele 


of the large number of scheduled tribes who live in the hilly remote tracts. We have a special responsibility 
towards the scheduled tribes and scheduled castes who form a very large part of our population. 


During the last four years, a radically new set of economic policies have been adopted by our National 


Government. These policies of liberalisation of the economy are intended to dispense with cumbersome 


regulations, which retarded the growth of the economy. A new opportunity has risen for the less developed 
regions of the country, to initiate a faster development process to bring substantial benefits to the people of 
these regions. We in Orissa need to take advantage of the new vistas of growth and development that have 
now opened out. to us. We cannot expect our people to wait patiently for much longer, to reap the 
substantial benefits, that should have conie with economic freedom. Let us all get together and make a 
sincere and sustained effort to bring tangible prosperity to the people of the State. 


I am very happy that our Government has recentl 


y introduced a number of social and economic 
measures which will confer significant benefi 


ts on the people, particularly the vulnerable sections of our 


cropping pattern, promotion of oil-seeds cultiv 
activities, supply of quality seeds and im 
being made to improve the marketing i 
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Textend my hearty greetings to my dear brothers and sisters, the youth and the students of Orissa, on 


the auspicious occasion of 49th Independence Day. 

st auspicious day in the life of a nation. The prime aim behind 
ledge for the preservation of independence and for keeping the 
national honour untarnished. We are to recall to our mind today those venerated souls by whose sacrifice 
we have achieved our freedom, those who have become martyrs while fighting for the freedom of the 
country and those who courted jails and endured untold sufferings. Foremost of all, we must remember 
Mahatma Gandhi, the father of our Nation. His sacrifice for our independence is indeed tremendous. Even 
after country’s independence he has not taken a day's respite. He has expended all his time and energy in 


strengthening communal harmony and national integration and has finally laid down his life on 30th 
January 1948 and become a martyr. Similarly, Smt. Indira Gandhi, the premier statesman of the world in 
the present era has sacrificed her life for national unity and after her Shri Rajiv Gandhi also staked his life for 
the sake of the motherland. Besides, great sons living in different parts of India of the present milieu, i.e. 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, Sardar Ballav Bhai Patel, Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, Chakravarty 
Rajgopalachari, Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab had struggled hard for our freedom, 


preservation of our independence and for taking various measures to uplift the nation during the 
Post-independence era. 


India could establish herself and 


The day of independence is the mo’ 
observation of the day is to renew the p! 


her own stand in the whole world only by the unique vision of 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru who was its first Prime Minister. He had laid foundation of democracy, planning 
and non-alignment. After him and after Smt. Indira Gandhi and Shri Rajiv Gandhi, Shri P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, the present Prime Minister of India has paved a new path in implementing new economic policy which 
has facilitated investment of thousands of crores of capital. Massive developments have been effected in the 
country during these four years of Congress administration ee the Canina, India is stepping forward in the 
production of steel, generation of power, setting up of: various industiies, transport and development of 
Ports, India was self-sufficient in food production and made strides in acinus during the period of 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi. We are not merely self-sufficient now, but are in a position to encounter any situation 
and have enough food grains to render assistance to any nation in the world. Insurgent activities that had 
Taised ugly heads in Punjab and Assam have now Wes brought under control by our Prime Minister 
Shri Narasimha Rao. All are aware that when Shri Narasimha Reo stepped in, he was the leader of a single 
majority party. Despite not being the leader of an absolute majority party, he could establish a stable and 
firm government at the centre. He has been able to effect political stability and resolve important problems. 
All national premiers of the world have accorded due recognition to India and have honoured the national 
leadership. 


On this auspicious day of 
We march ahead. Pandit Jawa 
It spoke : I have miles to go. I a 
destination. 


our Independence, we should realise how far we traversed and how long shall 
harlal Nehru kept a couplet of an American poet on his table in his chamber. 
m tired. Still then I have miles to go before I sleep, I shall have to reach my 


4 with various problems. The fact remains that the number of poor people at the 
ce But, numerically speaking, their number is still 


The country is fa : 
portiona’ 


? e down. 
time of independence has now pro} tely com 


greater. The main reason is we have not been able to bring about a satisfactory solution to en aa 
population growth. Whatever developments are taking place, the impact is minimal on the vee oe eae 
account of rising population. We will ponder over the ways of solving these problems ani imp lemen| el 
measures for their redressal. With this end in view the Central Government have adopted various me es 
including provision of mid-day meals to school children, old age pension and insurance for poor famili . 


: ‘ inor 
Huge funds have been allocated under Jawahar Rojagar Yojana for the development of rural roads, min! 
irrigation projects and other rural developmental work, 


Textend my hearty greetings once again to the people of Orissa for having brought a new goa 
with great hope and aspiration. I intend to inform my brothers and sisters of Orissa that this ba eh ‘ 
would never allow the image of Orissa to be tarnished. This Government is determined to bring amendmen ‘ 
to the agreements and programmes of the recent past which are likely to bring about regress instead 0 : 
progress and have misutilised resources of the State. In addition to that, strong measures have ae 
implemented by the Government for development of the people of the state, particularly the poor. Some 9 
the measures recently taken by the Government are worth mentioning. In order to assuage hunger, rice is 
being provided in 143 blocks to nearly one third of Orissa’s populace at two rupees a kilo: Expedient pac 
have been augmented to provide mid-day meals to 40 lakh school children. Much before the Centra 
Government embarked upon this scheme, the State Government had opened free feeding centres in 40,000 
schools. This will ensure increased attendance in the schools and children will be able to get nutritious food 
to some extent. Under this programme two poor village women have been appointed as cook and attendant. 

In this way work has been provided to 75,000 to 80,000 women who are now able to earn Rs. 300 per 


month. The Government is contemplating to enhance this amount to Rs. 600 so that two helpless families in 
a village would be able to manage themselves. 


reservation has been effected for the people belonging to 
ded to 10,000 students this year. Elections to Panchayats 


Proper representations of S(’ST and one third women. 


Government is providing funds to facilit: 
‘ool 


Improved ¢ 


Plants by utilising the rich 


natural resources of the state. 
foremost state 


4 e 
Let us renew our pledge to make Orissa th 
in India with successful implementation of these programmes, 
Friends, | conclude 


here by quoting a couplet from Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das: 
“Jagata sarase Bharata Kamala 

Ta madhye Keshara Punya Nilachala." 

(The world is a pond wherein India—a blooming lotus; 
At its centre lies the holy Nilachala), 
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49TH INDEPENDENCE DAY, 1995. ie 
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r Independence Day with much pomp and splendour. On 


Today we are celebrating ou 
heartfelt greetings and goodwishes to the 


the occasion of this auspicious day, I convey my 
people of Orissa. The 15th August will be remembered in the history of our country as the 


symbol of freedom for ages to come. Today's august occasion brings back to my mind the 
5 Martyrs who have laid down their lives for the sake of 
dedication and value-based ideas, they could be able to 
herished freedom is really a valuable treasure for the 


loving memories of countles: 
Independence. By their selfless 
bring independence for us. The long-c' 
entire Nation. 

hieving our Independence is rarely found in the annals 


The process they adopted in ac 
jierish the fond and sacred memories of our freedom 


of the history of mankind. Let us ¢ 
fighters and offer our obeisance for their heroic deeds. 

We have been working relentlessly to build up a prosperous India. Still we are to cross 
a long way. Of late we have introduced a number of welfare measures which are under 
implementation for welfare of the down-trodden. In order to acceletale the pace of progress, 
public cooperation is very much essential. On this sacred occasion let us ua our pledge 
to get ourselves involved in the process of National Reconstruction, Progress and 


Prosperity. 
JAI HIND’ 


INDEPENDENCE AND 
THE PRINCELY STATES 


OF ORISSA 


Dr. Bijay Chandra Rath 


The withdrawal of the British from the Indian 
Soil had not only led to the creation of two sovereign 
entities (India and Pakisthan), but also made the 
fate of nearly 600 princely States uncertain. The 
Cabinet Mission which visited india to make way for 
the transfer of power affirmed that the rights of the 
States which flowed from their relationship with the 
Crown would no longer exist and the rights sur- 
rendered by the States to the paramount power 
would revert to the States. The paramountcy would 
lapse. In a broadcast on 16 May,1946, the Mem- 
- bers ofthe Commission asserted that Paramountcy 
Could not be handed over to any one and must 
Cease, they left the future relationship between the 
States and the British India to negotiations. On 3 
June, 47 Lord Mountbatten announced the plan on 
behalf of the British Government that the dominions 
Of India and Pakistan would be established. Noe 
day in a press Conference, he gave the first pu Fe 
indication that the date of transfer of power WOU 
be around 15 August, 1947. 


came into being on 


nt 
The States Departme el and Abdur Rab 


27 June,1947 with Sardar Pat 
Nishtar as Boies of its two sections. Saree ae 
issued a statement on 5 July defining the PO oe ar 
the Government of India and inviting the ies of 
@cede to the dominion on the three oeeie in 
defence, foreign affairs and communicall were 
Which the common interests of the country ae 
Nolved, Negotiations were conducted ‘ "al the 
ting Hyderabad, Kashmir and Junagac "sia had 
States within the geographical limits of : fat7 

@Cceded to the Indian Union by 15 August "©" 


Orissa States 
the 
“With the advent of indepen he same 
Popular urge in the states for ad by the people 
Measure of freedom as was a and unleashed 


N the province gained pone of power from 


the rulers to the people”. So far as the larger states 
were concerned, like Hyderabad, Mysore, Travan- 
core etc. they could incourse of time develop an 
administrative structure which was comparable in 
some respects with the provincial models. But 
despite this development, they failed to satisfy the 
aspirations of the people, who were deeply in- 
fluenced by the Indian national movement. As a 
result, these states failed to enlist the support of the 
masses and could not therefore withstand the 
removal of the prop of the British power. On the 
otherhand, the position of the smaller states was 
still worse. They were unable to provide an ad- 
ministration, capable of discharging the. elemen- 
tary functions of a Government. “Such States could 
hardly have a base to stand upon when the 
Britishers withdrew”. 


Addressing the special session of the As- 
sembly (27-29, August, 1947), the Governor of Oris- 
sa, K.N:Katju observed, “These States (Eastern 
States) geographically and historically form part of 
ancient Orissa and their people share with you a 
common culture, a common language, and a com- 
mon tradition and outlook on life. All these States 
have recently formed a federation of their own and 
have all joined Constituent Assembly. Union of 
these states with the province is a consummation 
devoutly to be worked for and prayed for ....... 5 


The first conference of the Orissa and C. P. 
Regional Council of the AISPC was convened at 
Cuttack on 01 March,1947 and delegates from 15 
affiliated organisations like “Prajamandals” of dif- 
ferent states attended. A Working Committee was 
formed with Sarangdhar Das as President to carry 
on the agitation in the states and to represent the | 
view points of the States’ people in a systematic 
way. The objective of the popular movements in the 
states then was to secure sovereign rights for the 
people to be on apar with the provinces to work 
for the merger of the small states into the neigh- 
bouring provinces. The last phase of the movement 
in the states got a massive boost by the formation 
of “Garjat Chhatra Sammilani” (States’ Students’ 
Conference) at Cuttack and that helped to a great 
extent to carry forward the work of the Orissa 
States’ Peoples’ Conference and the Prajamandals 
in the States. Though there was a difference of 
opinion between the Congress on the one hand 
and the Communists and the Socialists on the 


Strong movements for the tran 


other, that did not obstruct the cause of the 
Prajamandals. 


The rulers on the otherhand, in a bid to 
perpetuate their outcracy were employing new 
tactics in setting up rival organisations to that of the 
Prajamandals, consisting of all reactionary ele- 
ments and in inciting the ignorant aboriginai people 
to come to a clash with popular organisations. In 
the states like Nilgiri, Mayurbhanj, Seraikella, Khar- 
sawan, Athamalik, Bamra, Dhenkanal, Talcher, 
Athagarh, Tigiria, Baudh, Sonepur, Patna, Ranpur 
etc. not only rival organisations to Carry on the 
Propaganda for the Rajas were formed but also 
were incited simple aboriginal folks against the 
non-aboriginals. There was harassment and 
Prosecution of political workers in Baramba, 
Bamra, Baudh and Sonepur. In Khandapara, the 
Prajamandal activists were assaulted on lonely 
road by the pro-ruler elements. The ruler of 
Dhenkanal had issued a secret letter to allthe rulers 
requesting them to'be united in curbing the ac- 
tivities -of the Prajamandals. The rulers of 
Dhenkanal, Seraikella and Patna were then in con- 
sultation with Bhopal and Hyderabad and had 
sought their instruction about the future course of 
action to be adopted by the Orissa-rulers. It was 
then seriously felt that unless the problem is effec- 
tively solved, the existence of the States and the 
province of Orissa may be at stake, When the 
Cabinet Mission visited India in April, 1946, 
H.K.Mahatab submitted a memorandum pleading 
for the amalgamation of Orissa States with the 
province of Orissa. In a note Presented to the 
Resident, Eastern States on 30 July, 1946, the 
Ruler of Seraikella protested strongly against the 
plea for amalgamation and even went onto express 
that “to hand over the States to such unscrupulous 
people of narrow minded vision and low capacity 
will be a most treacherous and Njustified act and 
a gross exploitation of the true interest of the States 
- the Rulers and the People of the States”. The 
memorandum to the Cabinet Mission andthe press 
reports about the efforts for the amalgamation of 
the Orissa States with the Province created a great 
deal of mis-understanding, bitterness, and 
Suspicion in the minds of the rulers. In response to 
the proposal of H.K.Mohatab, the ruler of Baramba, 
a tiny state, submitted a peculiar riote suggesting 
that the districts of the province were at one time 
States under the rulers and it would be a good idea 


to give back these areas to the descendants of the 
late Rulers and forma Confederation of the States. 


On the otherhand the rulers of Orissa and 
Chhatisgarh States met at Raipur and formed the 
Eastern States Union, which started functioning 
from 01 August, 1947. This undemocratic union of 
the Rulers was Stoutly opposed by ithe people and 
in almost every State there was Political ferment. 
Anti-State propaganda gathered momentum in 
Orissa. Individual Congressmen and the press 


demanded complete merger of the States with the 
province. 


pur and Angul 
Federation as soon as it woui 


blast to 


2 . However, it was 
ultimately brought under control. 


tricolour flag and was hoisted on 15 August’47, 


The States’ peo; 
indifferent to the chi 


was a definite show-down in the State of Baramba. 


__ There was widespread unrest in most of the 
Orissa States, Ultimatums were presented to the 
Rulers for the grant of responsible governments, 


eae 


The rulers in their turn devised countermeasures 
which included reinforcement of defence and for- 
mation of rival Prajamandal organisations. The at- 
titude of different rulers to the movement differed 
considerably. Some could promise responsible 
Governments and negotiated details with the 
Prajamandals whereas others were hopeful of sup- 
pressing the movement. A few had temporarily fled 
from their States and sought shelter with the neigh- 
bouring provinces. Resignations from the State 
services had been considerable during this period. 
Unrest prevailed in the small state of Nilgiri. There, 
the ruler had succeeded in forming a party of his 
own consisting mostly of aboriginals. Besides, he 
raised a strong force with Gurkha armed guards 
and two platoons of Punjabi muslim soldiers from 
the Eastern States. The ruler of Nilgiri could suc- 
cessfully brainwash the aboriginals and incited 
them against the Prajamandal leaders. The 
Dominion Govt. could no longer remain a passive 
onlooker, It authorised the Provincial Government 
to take over from the ruler of Nilgiri on 14 
November'47. Niligiri had to remain as an occupied 
territory of Orissa Govt. till January, 1948. 


The States ministry had taken a serious note 


of the fact that with the transer of power there was 


increasing agitation in the Orissa States for respon” 
sible Government. Sardar Patel was prepared to go 
all out to secure the merger of all three classes of 
Orissa States with the Province of Orissa. He main- 
tained that by securing their merger, “the govern 
ment of India would only be saving the rulers ee 
the fury of their subjects newly awakened to the 
consciousness of their rights. While the Secretary 
Of the State was keen on maintaining the ae 
tional position, Sardar Patel would be credited for 
pursuing a realistic approacn. 


Meanwhile reports about the sbeeE 
titude of the ’A’ Class rulers who wet’ i : ted 
Not to have any truck with the province, pr 4 i on 
the Premier, H.K.Mahatab to discuss the © come 
with Sardar Patel. He pressed fie Mie at as 
down to Cuttack himself and to settle Wises Seen 
he would think proper. After the initial ue tay 
because of the adverse opinion oe + decided 
(V.P.Menon), the Minister of States at seas woe 
to participate in the Conference: ia cember, 
scheduled to be held at Cuttack on 1 ee 
1947, 


ee 


Controversy over the issue of Merger 


With the attainment of independence, there 
emerged two opposing forces in the States of Oris- 
sa-while one demanded merger of the States with 
the province, the other demanded the formation of 
popular ministries under the aegis of the rulers. The 
Regional Council of the AISPC, amply aided by the 
provincial Government of Orissa, championed the 
cause of the merger. 


During this period, certain Prajamandal 
leaders fell into the trap of the rulers and carried on 
a propaganda that the people wanted ta enjoy a 
responsible government within the State’ union 
and later merge into the province of Orissa. The 
rationale for such a move was that in the event of 
merger with the province, the States peoples 
feared that they would be exploited and dominated 
in every sphere because of their backwardness. In 
case of the formation of a separate unit for all the 
States, the members of the Prajamandal would 
hold important administrative positions, such as 
Ministers, and so there would be no scope for 
exploitation and the loss of identity of the States. 


The ruler of Athagarh, backed by some other 
rulers, carried on a vigorous compaign of vilification 
against Orissa Ministry and pleaded against the 
merger of the States with the province. These rulers 
tried to gain over some leading Prajamandal 
leaders who, till that time, supported the cause of 
amalgamation of States with the province of Orissa. 
There was a deep-laid plot on the eve of Sardar 
Patel’s visit to frustrate the efforts of the Dominion 
Government in the direction of merger. The mem- 
bers of Narasinghpur Prajamandal entered into an 
agreement with the ruler without consulting the 
Regional Council. Pabitra Mohan Pradhan asked 
the Prajamandal leaders to defy the instructions of 
the Regional Council and to meet in a separate 
Conference. 


Sarangdhar Das, the President of the 
Regional Council and H.K.Mohatab, the premier of 
Orissa sincerely tried to stall the activities of the 
anti-merger group. On the night of 13 December, 
H.K.Mahatab met Pabitramohan Pradhan and 
could succeed in effecting a change in the latter's 
attitude on merger. The fateful night could witness 
an acute difference of opinion among the ieaders 
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of this group and many became the protagonists 
of merger overnight. No one expected that the 
merger of the States with the Province would come 
so soon after the Independence. 


Conference with the Rulers 


Sardar Patel, the Minister of States, 
V.P.Menon, the Secretary of States Department, 
K.V.K.Sunderam, the Law Secretary, V.Shankar, 
Private Secretary to the Minister had to hold along 
discussion with the Governor, Premier and Mini- 
Sters of Orissa at Cuttack on 13 December, 1947 
as scheduled and the final outcome of the discus- 
sion was that 'B’ & ’C’ Class States should be 
amalgamated with the Province and the ‘A’ Class 
States should also be Pursuaded in the same line. 
A new memorandum was quickly prepared and 


printed overnight which was circulated the next 
morning. 


Next day, the Conference started first with the 
rulers of 'B’ &’C’ Class States at 10 A.M. and with 
the rulers of 'A’ Class in the afternoon. The Minister 
who presented the facts in @ pursuasive manner 
cautioned the rulers about the bleak future ahead 
of them. From among the ’A’ Class tulers, the ruler 
of Mayurbhanj submitted th 
up a Government composi 
sentatives and so, could not 
without consulting his Mini 
Sardar Patel, however the rulers of ’A’ 


tment, ‘full and 


d powers, forand 
in relation to the governance of the State and 


agreed to transfer the administration Of the State to 
the Dominion Government on the first DAY OF 
JANUARY, 1948’. 


On 23 December, in the 
Power conferred by the Extra Pr 
tion Act, 1947, the government of India delegated 
to the Government of Orissa the power to ad- 
minister the Orissa States, “in the Same manner as 
the districts in that Province”. The merger of the 
States with the province of Orissa became effective 
from 1 January, 1948, which marked the grand 


finale of the activities that crowded the period from 
1938 to 1947, 


exercise of the 
ovincial Jurisdic- 


The 25 States which merged with Orissa 
included Seraikella and Kharsawan. Soon after the 
merger, an agitation started in these two States 
demanding their merger with Bihar. Finally, the 
Central Government stepped in and on further con- 
sideration, however, it was realised that on account 
Of the situation of these two States as island ter- 
ritories in Singbhum district, it was impossible for 
any government other than that responsible for the 
administration of that district to administer them 
effectively. Accordingly it was decided to take over 
from the Government of Orissa the administration 


of these two States and were handed over to Bihar 
on 18 May, 1948, 


The only State that was left out of the scheme 
of merger was Mayurbhanj. But in the course of a 
year, the ruler himself got disgusted with his own 
government, and pleaded for a take over of his 
State. On 17 October, 1948, the ruler of this State 
signed an agreement of merger and the State was 
taken over by the Government of India on 9 Novem- 
ber and a Chief Commissioner was appointed to 
administer it. On 4 January, *949, the State was 
merged with the province, Ultimately twentyfour 
Princely States were integrated with Orissa. Practi- 
Cally India would have been balkanised, if the 
States would not have been merged. 
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DI LEPROSY SOCIETY— 
RELENTLESS FIGHT AGAINST LEPROSY 


y Socie 


LAUNCHES A 
Kalahandi District Lepros. 


ty organised a workshop on 19th July, 1995 
dra (NYK) for eradication of leprosy by harnessing 


thro Yuvak Ken 
ugh the Neheru YU a Yuva Sena. Represeritatives from 60 youth clubs 


the youth force and thus raising 


rkshop a strategy to combat leprosy was 


ded the one-day WO" ; + in close association with the Kalahandi 


Leprosy Society. In the second phase of mass aw: 
Leprosy Society will be having a series 
Sarapanchs, ward members and different ie personn 
the 3rd phase orientation workshops are P 
para-medical staff. Kalahandi Leprosy pea! 
comp i Jiminary activity © ; 
é a d by this the District train) 


the end of August. 1995 an 
i eas 
to take up most effective and expedient m' 


areness generation, the Kalahandi 
of workshops involving the Grampanchayat 
el at the Block level and in 
anned for all the medical officers and 
has chalked out a detailed programme 
awareness generation programme by 
ining team will be formally raised 
sures for eradication of leprosy by 2,000 


A.D. « 4 
f the society Smt. G. Suvarna Rani, 


airpe! [o) 
District Collector and ie ey 
pe at 0 provided technical orienta’ 


ADMO and Dr. Tripathy: 


representatives who were ai 


eradication of leprosy f° 


f the society Dr. Sahu and Dr. Bohidar, 
ions to the youth 


red a pledge to fight relentlessly for total 


Source : DIPRO, Kalahandi 
eooonecoosecooecoce 
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GANGADHAR MEHER : A TRIBUTE 


Dr. Prafulla Kumar Mohanty 


Poets have always dictated taste and belief,a 
mythic perception of history and values always 
trained a reader in sharpening responses to 
reality. Each age has its own redeemer in 
literature : At times he is Christ, a Poet of reality ; 
at times he is Shakespeare, the poet of human 
essence. Often he restates historical values in 
contemporary terms, updates the epic in modern 
experience and dreams of new forms (Utopia) of 
life ethics. Gangadhar Meher (1862 to 1924) 
occasionally Castigated by enthusiastic critics as 
regional, is one such taste giver and myth maker. 
He created a familiar world in familiar language 
and made the ‘old’ immortals operate with 
familiar Sorrow, joy, justice and fulfilment. The 
themes of Vedic Civilization in their modern 
complexity, and the god-size heroes and 


heroines in their familiar motions were presented 
by Meher at a Orissa was 


Giving the first 
-Speculative and 
ture heroes, Sita, 
ther luminaries of 
and vegetation, 


legal— the Primal 
issue in all his works and fundamentally in 


Tapaswini, his acknowledged Masterpiece, 
involving the abandonment of Sita, the Queen 
of Ayodhya by Rama the King, the loving 
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husband, the great personality visualized by the 

Sage poet Valmiki: And the resolution of that 
issue. Sita accepts her fall from grace, in the 

language and lyric cadence of Meher, with a 

logic that does honour to the classical 

Perception of feminine essence. This may be 

examined in some detail : 


The title Tapaswini suggests a woman who 
burns into gold, that is, a woman who through 
suffering transcends suffering. Sita in this epic 
poem starts from disgrace, fall, pain and 
loneliness in a sudden peripeteia, but rises to the 
Stature of a mature and fulfilled woman. Her 
greatest divinity lay in her total acceptance of 
her position in her new conditions. The 
haunting Past, the pang of Separation, the Viraha 
apart from Sita’s basic Siuation was that of fall 
and disgrace from the position of royalty, 
wifehood and even motherhood to an existential 
Crisis where the hallowed memory is torture and 
Pain. This Sita of Meher rises from the ashes of a 
Past to the divinity of common experience. She 
fulfils her femininity through her predicament. 
The issue .of Justice is resolved in a new 
Perspective of womanhood which could be 
royal and divine being human. Sita justifies 
Rama‘s action to her own psyche objectively. 
Rama did, what he had to do, compelled by 
Political administration of kingdom. Her lord had 


to sacrifice the prizeq jewel of his life for popular 
justice - 


You have vowed for 
!am the JOintress of 
My fate is at your fe 
~ Let my banish 
Wholly unble, 


People’s happiness 
your vow, 

et. 

ment be Nature's joy 
Mished be my Lord's vow. 
(Tapaswini Canio 1) 


What calls Praja Ranjana or popular justice is 
not a mean thing in royal administration. Ifthe 
king were to administer in God’s image, he must 
be alone like God without a family : For the wife 
queen-royal mother is a_ pull towards 
personalized administraion. Sita’s rejection 
makes Rama stranger and more adorable, for it 
was a sacrifice he had to perform for popular 
justice. Sita's acceptance justifies Rama’s action 
and elevates Sita to divine heights. Meher uses 
the local tenor of relationships in a natural 
context and shows a reception of the earth with 
her birdsongs and shrieks; flowers and leaves, 
bipeds and quadrupeds and nonpedal lifeforce 
Presented to Sita-sick, tired and childheavy, not 
to speak of her stake of fall. It is a rare piece of 
literature where Meher shows the empahic 
resonance of birds, beasts and vegetation 
embracing the fallen Sita to raise her to 
selfhood. 


Meher carves a model of life that is shaped by 
the spirit of nature-to accept all manifestation 
and events. Yet the form that Meher visualizes |S 
Not a manipulated toy of fate. Sita stores herself 
and starts making her future by her own efforts 
and will. And the result ? The world knows: 


: ily 
Meh riya tongue to eas 
er made the Oriy: 7g which were 


articulate his words. The old 14g: eet 
Mostly confined to folk culture and fo fa 
his hands, were “simple sensuous 
beautiful,” 


The breeze sings tunes, the bee plays 
Aroma at dance at Usha’s command, 
Cuckoo turning the Bard, starts the invocation 
The black drongo arriving as Royal Bard 

Speaks in honeyed lilt 


“Arise O° ight has ended”. 
se O’ Queen, the night (canto IV) 


id 

His junior contemporary Radhanath ti a 
already introduced new forms and rverse-tun 
Particularly the Amitraksata (lis Meher's 
°n) lines of equal syllabic lene ore lyrical 
Metrical sensibility, however: was - ; 
'ke the flapping of reflexive wings © 
“sophisticated ears. My © 
Ush of youth was attuned 
and | used to sing even in fron 


the Veena 


dark hours. A confused man of humble birth and 
poverty sang of his sorrows and imagined joys 
with a sense of total acceptance of the given 
order. His battles are not ghastly like those in 
Sarala’s Mahabharat. Those are fought as in 
/ndumati for a cause of natural justice and value 
oriented system. Meher shows love, affection, 
compassion, moksa or fulfilment in dramatic 
sin:plicity, as if, events are taking shape and 
emotions are building up live along short 
unencumbered words and unstrained lilt. 


Time has pierced your back 

Visible are the holes; yet to please 

Your poor daughter, opening love-eyes 
Chiming love-sweet words, you make fond 
flattery : 

praised be your heart, gone sandy 

under the glare of my sorrow. 


XX XX XX 


Certain it is; your banks now 

Are my only shelter, my only abode 

Is your lotus-feet; Mother's la, is 
Destitute’s love-mine, the orphan’s bliss : 
Whose mother is jewel-wombed 

Why should she long for another place ? 


Like the cooling pure Tamasa waters 

Were the ascetic’s daughters; 

Sprightly Tamasa took their form- 

Nature, heart and charm; 

And hugging them in swaying arms 

Mingled her self in quick resolve. 
(Canto IV) 


Meher's contribution to literature, particularly 
to Oriya poetry isa palpable classical culture and 
its celebration. This form of culture has a 
predominantly yin perception, and all great 
scholars of the creation myth agree that the first 
created form is feminine. Indians subscribe to 
the same theories in their own way : The female 
form is an order figure and the universe is 
gracefully Prakriti, Prithwi, a formally perfect 
woman of grace, beauty, poise and mystery. The 
Sanskrit poets have not carved out the women 
in their works with great attention as that would 
have irritated the male world of politics, war and 
administration. But the Women like Kalidasa’s 


Shakuntala, Urvasi and Bhavabhuti's Sita had system by cultural faith. Meher's wom 
already upstepped the pedestal to trend human that tenacity and verve 
grounds. More _ intimate feminine feelings 


en display 
in silent and 


unprotesting determination to wade through the 
identifying their femininity and individuality had mire of fire to emerge purged and divine. 


entered the new frames of socio-cultural Meher’s men and women fight with truth, the 
depiction of the Poet's reality. Meher has machinations of fate; intensely integrate 
concentrated more on the feminine form of themselves to nature and her manifestations; 
grace and order. His Sita, Shakuntala and and prove their human worth by braving the 


Sairindri eta/ an unfading identity of women, slings and arrows of Outrageous fortune. 
helpless toys of fate, in a male-manipulated 


world. And these women are formally classical f ie : ssh read ‘Meher te ge ine 
Indian and culturally Oriya. The poet deserves as it et a tenes and symp Rie 
the pride of place that he enjoys. ssimila 'on of socia c ees Tse) a chohesive 
design of life where the individual is more than a 

| join the countless admirers and disciples of oe in the fingers of fate. They should read 
Gangadhar Meher to introduce him to posterity é eher for life-rhythms in orphic notes. 
as the poet of poor man in a nature-culture pen aea el Meher presents a world which must 
situation: For whom he ordained the thorny es ey for our generations complaining of 
path of soul-making by using the innate human *nelness, technotronic fears and anxiety. 
force of moral integrity, truth and nobility. In one 2 ae 

ae Raat Principal, 

word, dharma (not religion), allegiance to a 


Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. 
(translations are author's own) 


“People’s Cultural Centre (PECUC) 
at at Bhanja Kala Mandap, 


Launchuing the month-long to make 
Bhubaneswar a green city Shri Ulaka p 
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XUAN ZANG AND CULTURAL RELATIONS BETWEEN 
CHINA AND ORISSA 


Dr.K. S. Behera 


Cultural communications between countries and pe 
destruction to many lands through th 
lands carrying the message of peace. 
Buddhist philosopher and traveller o. 
and India. The object of this paper is to 
the Indian State of Orissa in Eastern India. 


Orissa was known in ancient times through 


various names such as Kalinga, Odra. Utkal and 
Odisa. It was in the land of Kalinga that Asoka, 
the Great Maurya emperor, fought 4 bloody war 
(C.261 B.C.) in which 150,000 people were 
deported, 100,000 were killed and many times 
- that number perished. After realizing the 
suffering of the people, Asoka felt remorse and 


accepted Buddhism. Henceforward, Buddhism 
became not only an all-India religion, but played 
4 significant role in establishing cultural 

India and other 


Communication between 
Countries. 

Buddism reached China during the let 
century B.C. and Buddhist texts were carried to 
China by Indian missionaries. hina knew o 
Kalinga through the Buddhist © texts.. 
example, the Mahamayuri (/.¢~ bene 
Dharani of the peacock oe 
Which was translated into the : 
references to centres of Yaksa WO ip of which 
Kalinga (Kie-ling-kia) was 0° 

The informati ing to east co 
&specially ane is derived from the 
following Chinese sources: 


Ch’ien Han Shu (Annals of the 


Han, 206 B.C.-A.D.8) by Pan KY oa 
4 eee 4 st c 
Chapter 28) voyages from China to F ee. 


mel during the time © 

Nd P'ing-ti (A.D. 1-5): 

of the uddhist 
e 


nn the records 
& first pilgrim is Fa-Hsien, 


One such messenge! 
f China who became 
discuss, in a genera 


ople are precious heritage of mankind. If great conquerers brought 
eir conquests, men of peace without caring for personal comforts, went to distant 
5 of peace and brotherhood was Xuan Zang, the celebrated 
the symbol of old and intimate relationship between China 
J way, the religious and trade exchanges between China and 


India to China in A.D. 413-4. The account of his 
voyage is a valuable contribution to our 
knowledge of navigation in the Indian Ocean 
and the South-China Sea. 


The most famous of the Buddhist travellers 
who visited India in the 7th century was 
undoubtedly Xuan Zang (A.D.600-664). His 
travel to India and back by land lasted from A.D. 
629 to 645. His account is a veritable storehouse 
of information and is characterised by a fair 
degree of accuracy and reliability. The account 
is embodied in Ta-T’ang Hsi-Yu-Chi (Record 
of the Western World during the great T’ang 
Dynasty) written by Pien Chi in 12 books based 
on the dictation of Xuan Zang himself in 


A.D.646. 


This has been translated into English by 
Ss. Beal and T. Watters. The same information is 


also found in the biography of Xuan Zang 


‘entitled Ta-t’'ang Ta-tzu-en-ssu San-ts‘ang 


Fa-Shih Chuan (Memoir on the Master of the . 
Law of the Tripitaka of the Great Temple of 
compassion during the Great T'ang Dynasty). It 
was written originally by Hui-li, one of the 
master’s disciples probably in five chapters and 
later on enlarged to ten chapters by the monk 
Yen-Sung. This biography has been translated 


into English by S.Beal. 
Xuan Zang in Orissa 

Xuan Zang visited Orissa in about 639 A.D. 
The people of Orissa were indifatigable students 


and many of them were Buddhists. Xuan Zang 
noted four important regions of Orissa. 


Ucha (Odra), Kong-u-t'o (Kongoda) and 
Kie-ling-kia (Kalinga) and Kiaoso-lo (Kosala 
i.e., South Kosala). Xuan Zang gives the 
following account about the country of Ucha 
‘Odra). 


“This country is 7000 li or so in circuit; the 
capital city is about 20 li round. The soil is rich 
and fertile and it produces abundance of grain, 
and every kind' of fruit is grown more than in 
other countries. It would be difficult to name the 
strange shrubs and the famed flewers that grow 
here. The climate is hot; the people are 
Uncivilized, tall of Stature, and of a 
yellowish-black complexion. Their words and 


al 


preached. They 


were all founded by Asoka-raja. 


In a great mountain {o} 
frontiers of the country isas 
Pushpagiri (Pu-se-po-k’ili) 
belonging to it exhibits 
wonders (miracles). On 
bright light. For this cause 
near flock together here an 
beautifully embroidered 
(umbrellas); they place th 
vase at the top of the Cupol 
there fixed as needles in 
north-west of this, in a convent on the 
mountain, is a stupa where the same wonders 
Occur as in the former case. These two stupas 
were built by the demons, and hence are derived 
the extraordinary miracles. 


n the south-west 
angharama called 
; the stone stupa 
very many Spiritual 
fast-days it emits a 
believers from far and 
d present as Offerings 

(flower) Canopies 
ese underneath the 
a, and let them stand 
the stone, To the 


On the south-east frontiers of the Country, on 
the borders of the ocean, is the town Ghatitrs 
| (Che-li-ta-lo), about 20 li round, 


It is here 
merchants depart for distant Countries, ang 
strangers come and go and stop here On their 
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way. The walls of the city are strong and lofty. 
Here are found all sorts of rare and precious 
articles. 


t as follows: 


ntry bordering on a baY 


The people Were eis harvests, ‘a hot climate: 
Comlexion, havin til Valorous and of a black 
Not very deceitfyy swe Sense of propriety and 
the same as hat of. titten language was 
sPeaking were gin. dia, but their ways of 
Buddhists ferent, and they were not 
number ang ‘smples Were above 100 in 


Titthikas there were more than 


10,000. The country contained some tens of 
towns, which stretched from the slopes of the 
hills to the edge of the sea. As the towns were 
naturally strong, there was a gallant army, which 
kept the neighbouring contries in- awe, and so 
there was no powerful enemy. As the country 
was on the sea-side, it contained many rare 
precious commodities, the currency was cowries 
and pearls, and the country prBuced large dark 
coloured elephants, which were capable of long 
journeys” 


From Kongoda, Xuan Zang came to Kalinga 
(Kie-ling-kia), about which he narrates: 


“This country is 5000 li or so in circuit; its 
Capital is 20 li or so round. It is regularly 
cultivated and is productive. Flowers and fruits 
are very abundant. The forests and jungle are 
continuous for many hundred li. It produces the 
great tawny wild elephant, which are much 
prized by neighbouring provinces. The climate is 
burning;,the disposition of the people vere t 
and impetuous.Though the men are mgeey 
rough and uncivilized, they still keep their hae 
and are trustworthy. The language is light ea 
tripping, and their pronunciation distinct - 
correct, But in both particulars, that is as to 
words and sounds, they are very different ip 
Mid-India, There are a few who believe set 
true law, but most of them are attached at 
heresy. There are ten sangharamas- ai 
500 priests, who study the great eek 
according to the teaching of the Sthavita * a 
There are some 100 Deva temples Yt Pil 
Many unbelievers of different sorts, t (Ni-kin 
Numerous being the Nirgranthas 


followers)’ 


north-west through 


From Kalinga going hed the 
forests and mountains Xuan Zang reae 


la 
Country of Kosala (Kiao-sa-lo) i.e., Soe ae 
which comprised Balangir-SambalP® a 
Of Orissa and Raipur distret "S 
Pradesh. 


ji in circuit the 


“This country is about 5000 untain crags: 
frontiers consist of encircling ™° together in 
forests and jungle are tae fi round, the 
Succession. The capital is abou dant crops- 


Ids abun 


aa 


SOil is ri ile and yie 
s rich and fert August, 19082 


The town and villages are close together. The 
population is very dense. The men are tall and 
black” complexioned. The disposition of the 
people is hard and violent; they are brave and 
impetuous. There are both heretics and believers 
here. They are earnest in study and of a high 
intelligence. The king is of the Kshatriya race; he 
greatly honours the law of Buddhas, and his 
virtue and love are far renowned. There are 
about one hundred sangharamas, and 
somewhat less than 10,000 priests; they all alike 
study the teaching of the Great Vehicle. There 
are about seventy Deva temples, frequented by 
heretics of different persuasions. 


Not far the south of the city is an old 
sangharama, by the side of which is a stupa 
that was built by Asoka-raja, in this place 
Tathagata, of old, calling an assembly, exhibited 
his supernatural power and subdue the 
unbelievers. Afterwards Nagarjuna Bodhisattva 
(long-meng-p‘u-sa) dwelt in the 
sangharama. The king of the country was then 
called Sadvaha. He greatly prized and esteemed 
Nagarjuna, and provided him with a city-gate 
hut”. 


The pilgrim mentions the Po-lo-mo-lo-ki-li 
mountain to the south-west, where the king 
excavated a sangharama for Nagarjuna. The 
Po-lo-mo-lo-ki-li has been identified by 
N. K. Sahu with Gandhamardana giri on the 
border of Sambalpur district. 


The territorial units such as Wu-Cha, 
Kangu-to, Kia-ling-kia, etc., can be assigned 
regional locations on the basis of literary and 
epigraphic evidence. In the present state of our 
knowledge, however, it is difficult to identify the 
important place names of Orissa as known to 
Xuan Zang. For example Chelitalo which is 
ranscription of Charitra, has been 
by H.B. Sircar with Chhatrapur in 
Ganjam district but this is unlikely in view of the 
recent origin of the town. N. K. Sahu is of the 
opinion that the Chinese Che-li-ta-lo may be 
restored as Sritra, which indicates Sriksetra or 
the mordern town of Puri. Waddel suggested the 
restoration of Che-li-ta-lo as  Chitratola 
(Chitrotpala) which is a branch of Mahanadi. 


possible t 
identified 


The only clue to the identification of this port 
town was its location to the south-east of 
Wucha country. Che-li-ta-lo may be a country 
around the shores of the Bay of Bengal in Puri 
district, probably located in relation to the 
recently excavated port town of Manikpatna. 
The Puspagiri sangharama was a major center 
of Buddhism during Xuan Zang’s time, it has 
.been variously identified with Ratnagiri, 
Udayagiri, Lalitagiri, etc., but such speculations 
hardly accord with the archaeological evidence 
So far available. Excavations have revealed that 
the Buddhist monastery of Ratnagiri was known 
as Ratnagiri Maha ihara and the Vihara at 
Udayagiri was known by the name 
Madha apura Maha ihara. Until we get 
more definite evidence, we cannot be sure of the 
Correct identification of Puspagiri. The existence 
of this place, however, is undisputable. The 
name occurs in epigraphic sources, the earliest 
mention of Puspagiri in the Nagarjunikonda 
inscription dates back to about four centuries 
before Xuan Zang. During the time of Xuan 
Zang, Buddhism in Orissa was i 
condition. Exploration and excavations of 
Buddhist sites in Orissa in recent years have 
provided glimpses of that magnification 
heritage. 


na flourishing 


In the first half of the 8th c 
Simha, a famous scholar of Orissa, visited the 
Court of Chinese emperor and translated a 


Buddhist text into Chinese, References to Orissa 
Occur in Chinese documents : 


entury Subhankar 


Ta-fang-kung-fu-hue 
“On the 8th of the 11th m 
of the Chiang-Chung peri 
of Wu tu of South 
Hua-yen-Ching (A atamsa Sutra) in which 
he mentioned that he himself Copied the 
Pu-hsiang-hsing-yuan chapter in Order to 
Offer it to the Tang emperor of Ma-ho-Chih-na 
the auspicious son of heaven. The Chinese 
emperor 'S namend Te-tsung”. Levi is of the 
Opinion that the Was 


Wu-tu king 
Subhakaradeva, of the Bhaumakar dynasty and 
the embassy was sent in 795 A.D. According to 
the Calculation of s. Chattopadhyaya the date 
Seems to be 790 A.D. 


“van ching | states 
Onth of the 11th year 
od, Shih-tzee, Wang 
India, sent the 
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The Buddhist monk named Prajna, “Who had 
settled in the monastery of the king of Wu Cha 
(Orissa) went to China.in A.D. 795. He carried 
a Buddhist manuscript autographéd by the 
“King of realm of Wu Cha (Orissa)”’ for the 
Chinese emperor Te-Tsong. The name of the 
Orissan king is mentioned as “the fortunate 
Monarch, who does what is pure, the lion’. He 
attached great importance to Cultivate friendship 
with China. He is generally identitied with the 
Bhaumakara_ monarch Sivakara. The visit of 
Buddhist scholars to China was possible 
because of merchant vessels which were plying 
between Orissa and China. The sea-route from 
Eastern India to China Passed through Simhala 
and Java. The Chinese pilgrim Fa-Shien 
returned from India to China ina large merchant 
vessel which had two hundred _ other 


The best known Chinese text on the sea-trade 
is Chu-Fan-Chih (Description of the Foreign 
People) compiled by Chao-Ju-Kua in A.D. 


Chu-fan-chi of Chau-ju-kua, refers to Kia 
-ling sea-going vessels (i.e, Kalinga ships) and 
their system of trade organization. Chau-ju-kua 


mentions two types of ships plying between 
Kalinga and Canton. 


“On large Kia-ling (Kling) sea-going ships 
every several hundred men, and on small ones a 
hundred and more men, choose one of the more 
important traders as headman who, with an 
assistant headman Manages various matters. 
The Superintendent of merchant shipping (at 
Canton) gives them a certificate permitting them 
to use the light bamboo for punishing their 
followers. When One (of the company) dies, 


they (i.e, the headman) make an inventory of 
his property”, 


‘ The importance of the port of Quanzhou 
identical with Zaitan of Arab sources and 
Caiton of Marcopolo is proved by the discovery 
of the remains of a 13th century vessel along 
with its cargo in the achorage of Zaitan. 
According to Marcopolo, “‘It is the port where all 
the vessels from India dock with its numerous 
expensive goods and numerous percious stones 
of great value and many big and good pearls”. 
The narratives of Marcopolo and the Zhufanzhi 
are amply corroborated by objects recovered 
from the shipwreck which include, fragments of 
plecious wood (sandal wood, aloes), pepper, 2 
tortoise shell, 504 coins, 1700 cowries, chess 
a a glass bead, jar, (22 of porcelain), 
( 


Tao-i-Chih-lioh (Description 
foreigners of the Isles), compiled i 
Wang-Ta-yuan is another importan 
source. It contains descriptions of 
Countries. 

Wang-Ta-Yuan (1330-49) reports about the 
abundance of rice and cheapness of living in 
Orissa’ He also refers to the exchange ratio 
between Orissan and Chinese currency. He 
Says : 

“Each of their (i.e., Oriyas) silver coins weigh 
two mace eight condereens and is equivalent in 
Value to ten taels of (our) Chung-t'ang Ch’ao 
(Paper money). It exchanges for 11,520 odd 
Cowries. Now 250 cowries buy one basket of 
Worked rice, and as the standard bushel (of the 
Country) contains a bushel eight pints(Chinest 
Measure), each coin can purchas? 5 baskets © 
"ce. On an average 73 bushels, 2 pints can fee 

men a year and somthing to spare- Of tha 
Who go to trade in this country (from Cnne ?), 
nine out of ten do not return (so eas tee gall 
E livelihood) there, so cheap is living. ' 
ee statement of Wang-Ta-Yuan indi 
Cee of Orissa for China 

Boe junks carried, gol 
ote blue and white), silk, ¢ 
Cott for Orissan markets 20 
et on stuffs, bees wax, King — 

©. from the Wu-tieh country 1-6 350) 

Wang Da yuan’s Dao yi Zhilue (A. . 
Mentions Xiao gunan (identified with 


of _ the 
n 1349 by 
t Chinese 
ports and 


which depended on rice brought by boats from 
Orissa. Wang Dayuan further mentions that 
sea-traders carried shiploads of cowries to 
Orissa from Maldives and brought back 
shiploads of rice in exchange. It is evident that 
tice supplied by the Chinese to Quilon and 
Maldives was procured from Orissa and 
Bengal. 


The Ming voyages, especially the major 
expedition of Chang-Ho, as far as the African 
coast are recorded in works such as Hsi-yan 
Fan-ku-Chih (Record of the Western 
Barbarians) of Kung-chen published in 1434; 
Hsing-Ch’a Shang-lan (Description of the 
Starry Reft) by Fei-Hsin (1436), Ying-yai 
shang-lan (Description of the coasts of the 
Ocean) published in 1451 by Ma-Huan and 
Hsi-Yang-Chao-Kung-tien-lu (Record of the 
Tributary Nations of the West) written in 1520 
by Huang Shang-Ts’eng. The Wu-pei-chih 
(Notes on. Military preparations) compiled by 
Mao Yuan in the early part of the 17th century 
gives valuable information about the routes of 
the Ming voyages of the 15th centurv. 


Chinese Ceramic sherds from 

Coastal Orissa 

The excavation of Khalkatapatna (Long. 
g6?2'4'/E. Lat. 19°61'13"N) on the left bank of 
the Kushabhadra river in Puri district, indicates 
its importance as a port of coastal Orissa 
between 42th and 14th centuries A.D. The 
conducted by J.S.Nigam, 
Superintending Archaeologist of the 
Archaeological Survey of India, yielded Chinese 
celadon ware and Chinese porcelain with blue 
floral design on white background. Two 
Chinese copper coins (one complete and one 
fragmentary). with square perforation in the 
middle and inscription in the Chinese character, 
provide further evidence for overseas trade links 


between Orissa and China. 


excavation 


erial evidence from the excavations of . 
Manikapatna (Long. 94°5'. Lat 33°5’) also adds 
considerably to our understanding of the 
overseas contacts of Orissa in the medieval 
Manikapatna, located on the leftbank of 


el which connects the Chilka 


The mat 


period. 
the water chann' 


lake with the Bay of Bengal, was identified as a 
Possible port site by the Orissan Institute of 
Maritime and South-east Asian Studies, 
Bhubaneswar and was subjected to limited 
excavations between 1989 and 1993. 


The excavations yielded two types of 
evidence for maritime connections with China: 
Celadonware and Chinese copper coins. 
Celadonware occurs in abundance. The material 
awaits proper Study and classification but a 
Preliminary study revealed considerable 
variations in quality and raw material. These may 
be classified into the following main types : 

Celadon 

White porcelain 
Blue and white 
Brown glazed 


The archaelogical indicate that 


Manikpatna was an important Port town of 
Orissa during the medieval period. 
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Asiatic So) 


unclear. But certainly by the 7th-8th centuries 
A.D., Buddhist missionaries were already active 
to promote religious exchanges. Xuan Zang has 
left a fascinating account of Orissa which has 
been substantially corroborated by local 
Sources. His descriptions about geographical 
location of Orissa between Karnasuvarna 
(Kie-lo-na-su-fa-la-na) and Andhra (An-ta-lo) 
its climate, mountains, social life, differences in 
dialects and written characters, dark elephants, 
use of cowrie shells in commercial transactions, 
existence of Buddhist stupas, monasteries, deva 


temples etc., are quite reliable. Indeed the 
accounts of Xuan 


for the history of 
A.D. In the last de 


king of the realm of Wu-ch’a (Orissa) presented 


an —_ autographed Manuscript of the 
Gandavyuha to the Chinese emperor Te-tsong 


over the centuries and reached its pinnacle 
during the Southern — Song Dynasty 
(1127-1279) ang the Yuan Dyansty 
(1271-1 368). The recent discoveries of Chinese 
coins, Chinese Pottery and porcelain in the 
Coastal Orissa provide tangible evidence of trade 
Contacts between Orissa and China. 
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FEEDING PROGRAMMES— 
INTERVENTIONS TO COMBAT MALNUTRITION 
AND HUNGER 


Patitapaban Mohapatra 


pacecom from hunger still continues to be the 

ae Ost problem of the Third World Countries. 

peccah the totality of the problem can be 

ieee there are several intricate issues which 

fer tVe to be segregated, analysed and reinterpreted 
®asoned answers. 


im The State Government have introduced three 
(i “a feeding programmes in the State, namely; 
) Feeding Programme for Children in the age-grouP of 
day ‘hohe pregnant and lactating mothers, (ii) Mid- 
Pro eals Programme (iii) Location Specific Feeding 
gramme for the infirm, old and indigent persons. 


aii ae out'of 314 Blocks of the State Integrated 
introd evelopment Service Programme has been 
the Uced in 214 Blocks and 4 Urban areas. During 
hall year 9 more Blocks and 2 Urban Projects 
Feed} an brought into the fold of ICDS Programme: 
ari is provided to the pregnant and sce 
ie as well as children in the age group of i 
re under ICDS Programme. Besides '9 the area 
no under ICDS Programme, feeding is 
ala in a limited scale. The feeding secur a 
the dary role in ICDS, the primary intervention at 
Chi Growth promotion and growth monitoring. 
iidren in the Grade Ill and Grade IV degrees ° 
re nation, apart from appropriate feeding, may call 
im immediate medical attendance. But wee 
ee cetent is that, children suffering from Gra' ‘i 
alnutrition are not allowed to slip down 1 Grade y 
een of malnutrition. Similarly, pregnant ee 
So Md be protected by appropriate feeding P ee 
® that birth of low birth-weight babies avoide es 
factor involved in the birth of low pirth weigt 
o is very grave. The child in 
Cases runs the risk of suffering fr 
si and mental retardation. ™M : 
ival of low birth weight babies are V 


ence hildren 4 
A e chi 
both the mothers and th nee, since on 


Placeg 
on th h of the bala 
SS e same lengt 


mother : 
‘om irreve 


either end there is the question of human life. The 
energy protein malnutrition takes the major toll of life. 
Although other micronutrients like lodine and Vitamin- 
A etc. are as much important, there are different 
channels of their administration. Breast feeding is 
often underrated. Colostrum which contains enough 
antibodies and vitamins to protect a new born child is 
thereby not administered. In urban areas particularly, 
the practice of breast feeding is unfortunately on 
decline, for illdefined abstractions where tin food is 
preferred by mothers without good and sufficient 


reasons. 


It is necessary to supplement at least one third 
calorie requirement of a child by feeding and the 
programme now in operation has been justifiably 
captioned as ‘Supplementary Nutrition Programme. In 
our State the SNP is either wheat based or bread or 
CSB and Oil (Popularly known as CARE Food). The 
wheat based nutrition contains per feed 80 gms. of 
wheat, 20 gms. of jaggery and 15 gms. of mung dal. 
The materials are powdered and cooked and given for 


300 days a year. The adolescent girls, pregnant and 
lactating mothers are given double doses of feed for 
300 days. This supplements 403:5 K. Calories, 14:04 
‘or a child and 806 K. Calories for grown up... 
Urban Schemes a piece of sliced bread 
weighing 96 gms. is given to a child in the age group of 
o—6 daily for 300 days. Each doze of CARE feed 
meant for a child consists of 78 gms. of CSB and 9 
gms. of salad oil. It is, therefore, evident that the food 
so offered is a rationed one, with appropriate value 
measured in terms of K. Calories, and proteins to 
stabilise the nutritional status of a child or for that 


matter the pregnant and lactating mothers. 


otal number of beneficiaries under ICDS 
programme is 23,66,784. The CARE food 
caters to 11°95 lakhs beneficiaries and b. ad in urban 
slums is given to 0-78 lakhs beneficiaries and the 
balance is covered by wheat based’ nutrition 


protein f 
Similarly in 


The t 
feeding 


nae SL a a 


programme. For this purpose, the wheat is allotted by 
the Department for Women-and Child Development, 
Government of India and drawn from FCI Godowns in 
different districts. The other components like mung 
dal and jaggery are procured locally and distributed to 
different Anganwadi Centres under ICDS Projects and 
through Mahila Samities in areas not covered by ICDS 
Programme. During 1994-95, CARE India has donated 
31000 M.Ts. of CSB and Salad Oil, which has been 
utilised for the programme. The CARE food supplied to 
the Anganwadis are cooked by the Anganwadi 
workers and served to the beneficiaries. 


Growth Monitoring ‘of the children as discussed 
above is the most important item of work. Weight of a 
child is taken immediately after birth and is recorded. 
The weighment of children is regularly taken to watch 
if there is any faltering in weight gain and the same is 
reflected in an individual growth chart maintained in 
the Anganwadi Centres. Community Growth Chart is 
also maintained at the Anganwadi Centres which 
displays nutritional status of all the children in a 
village. Children suffering from Gr III and Gr. |v 
degree of malnutrition are referred to the nearest PHC 
for a health check up which is technically called the 
‘referral service’. The cost of medication is borne by 
the ICDS Project. 


All the children in the Anganwadi as well as 
Pregnant mothers are covered with immunisation, 
Fixed day immunisation Programme is followed with 
the help of ANMs. and LHVs. The health check up and 
advice to pregnant women are also Offered in the 
Anganwadi Centres. Therefore, feeding Programme is 
only a complimentary service of the co, 
and immunisation cover available 
programme. 


Mposite health 
under ICDS 


To oversee the ICDS Pro 
Supervisory Committees hav 
Government. The Chairman 
whoever is a wcman functions 
the Committee. The Child 
Officers and Medical Office 
meeting. At the village le 
Committee supervises safe s 
Preparation of food and reg 
Without active cooperation 
programme cannot become e 


grammes, Block level 
© been set up by the 
or the Vice-Chairman 
as the Chair-person of 
Development Project 
'S participate in the 
vel the Supervisory 
torage, Cleanliness of 
ularity of Service etc, 
of the community, the 
ffective and Purposeful, 


The Mid-day Meal Programme has been launched 
throughout the State on 1-7-1995 which will cover 
41,604 Primary Schools and serve 38-15 lakh 
students. The objectives of the Scheme are (i) 
Ensuring higher attendance in Primary Schools, (ii) 
Checking drop-out rate in the Primary Schools 
Particularly the girl child (iii) strengthening nutritional 
Status of children in their formative age. 


It is pertinent to Mention here that free Primary 
School education is extended to all the children in the 
State. Hence, introduction of Mid-day Meal 
Programme in the Primary Schools is more than 
justified to catch up with the other States where the 
Percentage of literacy is higher compared to our 
State. The recipe for each child consists of 100 gms. 
Of rice, 10 gms. of dal with appropriate condiments 
and vegetables. The MDM Programme will certainly go 
a long way to combat energy protein, malnutrition in 


the formative age of the children in the Primary 
Schools, 


Qiven cooked food in 
res. The ration Consists of 200 gms. 


of dal with a : ity of 
vegetable, condiments ete Nic tea i 


S Of the feedj 
taken up, will m eel 


__—~!" programmes currently 
rth eons anifest itself in concrete terms in 
wish health for all and hope for all 


De Director, Social Welfare. 
— Of Women & Child Development, 
"ment of Orissa, Bhubaneswar. 
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PRIORITISING POPULATION CONTROL IN ORISSA 


Dr. Chitrasen Pasayat 


lt would not be unwise to say that 
ever-increasing number of people has 
Over-shadowed the growth.and progress that 
we have achieved in recent years in the 
economic front. Understandably, the rate of 
Population growth particularly after 
independence is without any historical 
Precedent. The population of Orissa has 
increased 115.16 per cent during past four 
decades (1951-1991) against 42.15 per cent 
only during previous five decades, i.e. during 
1901-1951. Such a phenomenal increase has 
far-reaching implications in the socio-economic 
sphere of the State. Vigorous efforts have to be 
made for the development in~ the field of 
agriculture and industries to meet the minimum 
basic needs of the people. Educational and 
health services have to be stepped uP 
Substantially to cater to the needs of the 
Stowing population. Creation of adequate 
employment opportunities 0 solve the 
un-employment problem is one of _ the 
Challenging tasks for the Government. 
The most problematic factor in population 
Change is the birth rate, control of which 1s 
taking a long time. According to 1991 Lines 
Orissa’s population has reached 3.15 crores i 
it occupies the eleventh position among te 
States in India. With 4.74 
Yeograpghical area of the CO” 
accounts for 3.74 per cent of India’s RO aay 
AS a result of growth in population, the B02 A 
Of population of Orisssa has increased to been 
Uegadial qrowth rare oF 19.00 Bot@eU mama 
tecorded in its population dunn’ a orieae 
1981-91, Analysis across the OS namely 
teveals that the undivided 
alangir, Cuttack, Ganjam. 
ayurbhanj, Sambalpur an 


decadal growth rate below the state average, 
while the remaining five undivided districts 
namely Balasore, Dhenkanal, Koraput, Puri and 
Phulbani have registered a higher decadal 
growth rate than the state average. Analysis of 
the pattern of growth among all the tahasils of 
Orissa reveals that in 61 tahasils the growth rates 
exceed the state average. 


Another factor contributing to the population 
explosion is lower mortality rate than the birth 
rate. Mortality rates have decreased resulting in 
the gain of years as measured by changes in life 
expectancy at birth. For the Indian population as 
a whole life expectancy at birth has increased 
from 32.1 years in 1951 to 60.8 years in 1992 
we find wide inter-state variations. Kerala with 
69.5 years remains at the top as compared to 
state of Orissa where it is 54.4 years only. The 
gap between Kerala and Orissa is 15.1 years 
which, however, reflects the backwardness of 
Orissa, and suggests that conserted efforts are 
needed to improve the life expectancy at birth 
which requires to improve the quality of life in 
the state of Orissa. 


Prevalent social attitude dictates that the first 
child be born soon after marriage. Besides, a 
majority of couple in rural Orissa want three or 
more children with more number of sons. In 
some cases, though some people desire to delay 
the subsequent child, they do not adopt 
contraceptive measures. Yet various policies and 
programmes adopted by the Government have 
helped in containing population growrth to 
some extent. The total fertility rate has declined 
from 5.2 in 1971 to 3.6 in 1992, a 31 per cent 
decrease in all India level. It may be noted here 
that fertility rate refers to the average number of 
children born to a woman during her 
reproductive career. However, the decline in 
fertility varies considerably from place 


to place. It is observed that the fertility rate in 
rural areas exceeds than that of urban areas. It is 
also noted that higher educational levels of 
married persons are associated with the lower 
level of fertility. Besides, low fertility is recorded 
among employed women “and People using 
modern contraceptives. Thus significant 
disparities exist with regard to the practice of 
contraception in different population groups. In 
general, however, the level of contraceptive use 
depends on the awareness of the people, overall 
level of development and ‘the effectiveness of 
the family welfare Programmes. If family welfare 
services are made more accessible to the 
unemployed, illiterate, uneducated or 
semi-educated and rural persons then we can 
successfully contain the Population growth. 


In a male dominated society apathetic attitude 
on health of mothers and infants is an inhibition 
in adopting Contraceptives among the males. It 
leads to uncontrolled fertility which directly 
threatens the health of both mothers and infants. 
In the context, it is essential to understand that 
family welfare Programmes is a_ preventive 
measure. It promotes health of mother through 
the prevention of unwanted pregnancies, 
limiting number of births, and proper spacing, 
timing of births and foetal health. ‘It also 
Promotes the health of the child reducing child 
Mortality and Promoting child development. 


Custom and tradition play a major role in 


determining the age at Marriage. The average 
age of women at first Marriage is Significant as it 
determines the length of time a woman is 


Ception. In most States, 
her average age at first 


Mortality and low 
YY norm. We must 
iS facing not Only the 


acceptance of small famil 
realise the fact that Orissa i 
problem of population Pressure, but also the 
problems of unemployment, Poverty, 
environment, law and order, and the like. These 
problems are closely inter-related, Generally itis 
believed that if ail Indian women get married 
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after the age of 21, then. there will be 
tremendous reduction in the birth rate by the 
end of-this century. In the World Popuolation 
Conference at Bucharest also it was pointed out 
that family planning programmes alone were not 
sufficient to check high rate of fertility. Certain 
measures beyond the family welfare 
Programmes were also advocated, and delayed 
marriage was regarded as the most effective 
measure to curb fertility level and thereby the 
growth of population. 


In Orissa, average age at marriage in 1971 
census, was 17.29 years against the national 
average of 17.17 years for females, and 22.57 
years against the national average of 22.36 years 
for males. In both the cases, males and females, 
the mean age at marriages was little abovd the 
respective national averages. These figures were 
higher than the prevailing minimum legal 
Mmarriageable age for boys and girls at that time. 
In 1981, average age at marriage for females 
increased to 19.04 yeras against the national 
average of 18.38 years: and in case of males it 
increased to 24.17 years against the national 
average of 23.27 years, Thus, in 1981 also the 
average age at marriages of both males as well 
as females in Orissa was higher not only than 
that of all India level, but also than the minimum 
legal marriageable age for boys and girls, which 
was increased to 21 and 18 respectively in 
1978. Nevertheless, the fact t 
at marriage for 
Orissa hides the 
get married at th 
View of this, th 
Stringent legal 


hat the average age 
girls and boys in the state of 
fact that many girls and boys 
© age of 15 or even below. In 


Analysis ac 
infant Mortality rate (IMR 


There are wide variations in performance of 
family welfare programmes among states. Some 
southern states like Keral and Tamil Nadu have 
already reached the Net Reproductive Rate 
(NRR) of unity, which is estimated to be 
achievable by 2011-16 AD at the national level. 
On the other hand, the performance of Orissa 
has not been satisfactory. Therefore, there is an 
urgent need to concentrate attention on Family 
Welfare Programmes in the poor performing 
State like Orissa. 


Orissa has lagged behind the nantional 
average in the field of literacy. It has recorded 
Overall literacy rate of 48.55 per cent on the 
basis of provisional result of 1991 census‘while 
Natioanl average stands at 52.11 per cent. Male 
literacy rate is recorded to be 62.37 per cent 
against the national average of 63°80 per cent 
While the female literacy rate is 34-40 per cent 
4gainst the national average of 39-42 per cent. 
Literacy level among the disadvantaged in 
Orissa is more abysmal. Percentage of sT 
literacy to total is 18-10. ST male is 27°93 per 
cent and ST Female is 18:29 per cent, while the 
Percentage of SC literates to total is 30°19 (SC 
Male is 43-03 per cent and SC Female is 17:03 
Per cent). An analysis across the districts reveals 
that the percentage of ST Female literartes to 
total is as low as 1-93 in undivided Koraptt 
district, 4,48 in Kalahandi, 5-53 in Ganjam ane 
i Cuttack and 5-61 in Balasore. These figures 


a just unimaginable and ae 
imi : C Female literé 
ilarly, the percentage of S 9-55 in 


0 total is as low as 9:28 in Ganjam, 9 
‘Kalahandi and 9:86 in Koraput re 
Promotion drives are to be taken to eta 
Problem of illiteracy. At the same time, ude is 
at planning programmes are also nee is 
Sliminate illiteracy and to promote be 
acquisition of technical and entrepreneurial 
skills through formal education ‘and Ww 

*xperience. : 
ndition of living !n 
hrough proper 
welfare 


Improvement of general co 
Orissa can be achived only t i 
iMplementation of the fam! 


ike Orissa 

Programme. Poor and backward state ection 
oy a 

8S lower standard of living an g mainly on 


Oriya population depend 
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agriculture. According to 1991 cencus, of total 
main workers, 44-21 per cent are cultivators and 
28:85 per cent are agricultural labourers. It 
means nearly three-fourths of total main workers 
of Orissa are engaged in the agricultural sector 
where underemployment as well as disguised 
employment are maximum. The strategy of 
economic development in Orissa has to be 
designed in such a way so as to pave the way for 
diversion of a large section of the people 
dependent on agriculture to secondary and 
tertiary sectors. However, the best way: td 
prevent this problem is to accept the family 
planning programme. 


Though the averages for the country as a 
whole indicate that the incidence of poverty 
declined from 37-4 per cent in 1983-84 to 29-9 
per cent in 1987-88, these tend to hide 
disparities among states. Punjab (7-2 per cent) 
and Haryana (11-6 per cent) had the iowest 
incidence of poverty of about 7 to 12 per cent in 
1987-88, as against Orissa (44-7 per cent). 
Among the states Orissa has the highest 
percentage of population below the poverty 
line. This indicates that sustained efforts have to 
make in order to reduce poverty in our state with 
higher proportion of people below the poverty. 
It may be noted here that population growth 
automatically absorbs the state income and 
subsequently lower the standard of living. So, as 
long as the birth rate is not restricted, it would 
not be possible to bring about improvements in 
the living standard of the people in Orissa, In a 
capital poor, technologically and industrially 
backward state like Orissa, growth of population 
increases the number of disguised 
unemployment and lowers the standards of 
living ‘of the people. Therefore, population 
growth in Orissa has a negative effect on the rate 
of economic development of Orissa. 


In simple term, growth of population reduces 
the capacity of the people to save. This creates a 
gap between investment requirements and the 
avilability of resources resulting in the low rate 
of growth of an economy. High dependency 
requires the economy to divert a major chunk of 
its fund to their maintenance. These resources 
may be channelised for capital formation. Also, 


population pressure creates food problem. Food 
is essential for human survival and the demand 
of food is growing faster than the production of 
food. The result of more population obviously 
affects the employment situation as there is 
already a backlog of employment and under 
employment in the state of Orissa. 


‘Rapid popualtion growth leads to social and 
Psychological tensions and breakdown of 
public distribution system. Basic amenities like 
water, schooling, health and Medical services, 
power/electricity, transport, housing and the like 
fall much short of required demand in spite of 
their constant growth. It also leads to 
unwarranted social and political corruption and 
accentuates economic disparities, Population 
Pressure gives more room to the growth fof 
unemployment and underemployment which is 
not only an economic but also a social evil. 
Because of stiff competition in life, People easily 
fall to many social risk like gambling, 
Prostitution, arid the like. Overpopulation has 
also led other problems like disease, crowding, 
environmental illness and pollution, poverty, 
hunger, rapid urbanization, political conflict, 
income, idividual freedom, energy, malnutrition, 
literacy, inflation and the like. In order to fight 
against these problems, checking the rapid 
growth of population is as important as raising 
production in the farms and factories and 
Provision of social services, In view of the above 
analysis, Family Welfare Programme is a Positive 
and constructive approach to the betterment of 
the quality of life of the people in Orissa. 
SUGGESTIONS : 

Very little involvement on the part of the 
community has contributed to the failure of 
family welfare Programme. Active involvement 
of community is required for the successful 
implementation of family welfare Programme in 
Orissa. The non-attainment of the birth rate 
targets adopted in various plans is largely due to 
Our inability to carry forward the family welfare 
Programmes throughout the country with the 
active community Participation. This is not to 
claim that community participation can resolve 
all the issues involved in family planning. 
Communities can Only operate at the 
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local level and there: is a need to establish 
coordination and cooperation between agencies 
and groups working at local levels. 


It is widely believed that family planning 
programme is imposed arbitrarily — by 
Government. People have not yet realised the 
intensity of the need of this programme. It has 
also. become a routine programme of 
Government. As a result of which, it is losing its 
meaning and significance among the people. 
So, there is a need to make People aware of the 
grave situation of Population growth and 
importance of family planning programme.We 
have to generate public enthusiasm and 
community Participation in the programme. 
Involvement of Panchayati Raj institutions is 
Strongly felt in the process. 


Population education ought to be imparted 
through both the formal as well as non-formal 


System of education which has to include sex 
education too. 


are certain ‘socio-cultural 


and religious values 
which stand on the path 


value 


not so far kept pace 
with the rapidly advancing field of f, 


planning programme. In other words, one finds 
‘cultural lag’ 


itself unprepared to accept the benefits even 
door Step. 


A large Majority of the Population has not 
been adequately Motiuvated and made aware of 
the benefits of a small family. There is a need to 
free them from traditional values, It requires a 
dedicated efforts to motivate and mobilise 


People. It also requires to implement various 
Poverty alleviation Programmes, 


People do not know till re 
access to institutions 


responsible for 
infrastructure Provision. Ag q re 


esult, institutional 


en 


~ 


resources remain untapped and institutions 
continue to be liabilities rather than assets. 


Many factors such as a resource crunch, lack 
of proper management of resources, too much 
dependence on_ central authorities have 
contributed negatively to the success of family 
welfare programme. A poor state like Orissa can 
Not afford massive expenditure being incurred 
for the family welfare programme. The major 
concern at the local level should be to activate 
the private sector including non-governmental 
Organisations, private voluntary organizations, 
community organisations and households. The 
activation of local institutions depends on its 
interaction with the people at large. 


We have to understand the significant role to 
be played by various Non-Government 
Organisations (NGOs); big business houses and 
Corporates who will popularize family welfare 
Programmes to contain the growth of 
Population. Of course, there are NGOs allegedly 
Wasting the grants obtained for this purpose. We 
Must develop a well-knit set uP t avoid 
Wastage of efforts and resources. Besides, the 
Policy measures must ensure the tapping of 
Voluntary ‘resources of men and women, 
Particularly women lying idle and untapped, to 
do this Challenging job. 


Reportedly, a number of NGOs are fue 
Working in the same place while in some plac 


- ice. The 
NO one is there to render voluntary service. 
ganizations 


is on 
may be properly devised to make emphasis 2 


a the results 
a ive and costly infrastruct 
ctr no doubt done creditable worl 
atid planning, but thelr out-rea ies 
&s ined to the slums of urban are a hi 
t “ential to expand their networks in | : 
“tal areas also without losing much time. 
a There is a need to identify tne tar 
areas which have resiste Se 
ea, NG programme. The a Be 
pnatked for the programme i ¥ 
ad Channelised to intens! ihe 


Plann limite 


provide most effective and efficient services to 
these groups and areas. The administrative 
structure is a key consideration in implementing 
an effective services provision policy. By 
ensuring that each local ward or community is 
able to express its needs and grievances through 
the administrative and resource allocation 
systems; it is easier to identify what services are 
exactly needed in each group and prioritise 
them. 

Women are a focal point in changing the lives 
of the community. There is a need to 
understand, appreciate and accord proper status 
to women especially residing in urban slums, 
rural and tribal areas. The status of women can 
not be understood unless it relates to that of 
men. The traditional attitude towards women 
must be changed if real improvements in health, 
population and development are to take place. 
The days of preserving outdated values which 
hurt nearly half of the total population are over. 
Of course, it will take time to be impartial and 
unprejudiced towards fair sex. However, the first 
involvement of women in 

in fertility and reproductive 


step is the 
decision-making 
matters. 

It is essential to evaluate the past achievement 
out of the family planning programme. In the 
absence of such consideration policy makers 
may target the wrong variables in their attempt 
to initiate fertility decline. In the process we may 
waste scarce resources while creating a climate 
of hostility that is a barrier of the acceptance of 


small famliy norm. 
There is a need to involve and to get support 
the communication agencies like the 
Doordarshan, All India Radio, other electronic 
media, the media of films, print media like 
newspaper, magazine, pamphlets and the like. 
Moreover the folk media like folk-song, 
folk-dance, folk-play and theatre etc. will play a 
major role in popularising the fami: planning 
ogramme. There is a need to project It as a 
pr le's programme with the support of both 
ae yamnments and NGOs. The role of above 
mentioned audio-video, electronic and print 
media should be to convince the general public 
that the family planning programme is meant to 


of 


ensure sound health of mother and child, to 
reduce the economic burden on the family, to 
give better education, food and care to children 
and the like. The communication networks, both 
formal and informal including the educational 
system, have by and large not succeded entirely 
in imparting proper knowledge and information 
which the community needs badly. What we 
want to suggest here is that the communication 
system should paly a major role to project the 
family planning Programmes from People’s 


Perspective and not from Government's 
perspective. . : 


There is a. need to raise the mean age at 
marriage for women ‘beyond 21 years. It is 
essential to upgrade technical services. 
Reportedly, there are shortage of trained 
manpower. In rural and tribal areas, availability 
of both doctors and medical centres is a big 
problem. So adequate infrastructural facilities 
have to be provided. Practically, it is possible to 


provide all communities with full services 
initially. Instead, approaches have to be 
developed which Provide basic levels of 


Provision initially, but in ways which can be 
upgraded and extended as resources become 
available. 


There are reservations about using various 
methods of Family Planning. There is need to 
examine whether there are any side effects like 
menstrual problems and pain or adverse effect 
on the general health and loss of vitality. It is 
important to identify such problems and 


acceptors must be assured of the positive 
effects. 


2 
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Family planning Programme needs a holistic 
approach. It should not: be advocated in 
isolation. Because, it is unlikely to have a 
significant impact. It should be integrated with 
the economic development, better education, 
improving the status of women, reducing infant 
mortality, mass campaign for family planning 
and the like. There can be major benefits in 
reducing compartmentalism and encouraging all 
departments to collaborate more in 
multi-disciplinary terms, so that the implications 
of programme of One sector on others can be 
anticipated and optimised. 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON DICTIONARY MAKING © 
IN ORIYA AND OTHER MODERN INDIAN LANGUAGES 


Dr. Arbinda Patnaik 


In persuance of Article 345 of the Constitution 
of India, several Governments of Indian States 
have introduced regional languages as the 
Official language for transaction of all official 
business in the State. In Orissa, the Orissa 
Official Language Act 1954 was passed in 
Orissa Legislative Assembly and got the assent 
of the Governor in October 1954. A Committee 
was constituted to take up the work of 
Compiling a Glossary containing Oriya 
Equivalents of English terms commonly used in 
official business to make the changeover from 
English to Oriya smooth and quick. Its_ first 
Volume was published in November, 1955 and 
the second volume in January,1959. It contains 
the Oriya equivalents of technical English words 
that are in administrative use. 

Besides Orissa Government, the Utkal 
University has taken steps to produce glossaries 
Of administrative technical and scientific terms. 
After the establishment of Sambalpur & 
Berhampur Universities in the State, the need for 
esearch and attempt in the preparation of 
nctionaries in the local dialect is felt necessary: 

'. K.B.Tripathy, former Professor fo) 
University ate an Anchalika Shabda Boe 
in Oriya language, which was the first arate 
dictionary in. Oriya. This principally deals wi 
Oriya dialectical f Western One 
Popularly called Sambal a ANot 
Were the meanings of dialectica 
but suitable illustrative quotation 
added, wherever he felt it was necessar d of 
also deals very briefly dialectical ‘ jor A : 

S njami-Orly2 
Southern Orissa, popularly called Gan} 

and also with dialectical word 
Orissa, that are prevalent in 


Mayurbhanja districts and adjoinin 
d by the 


23 


University. Apart from this, individual publishers 
and institutes have published some more 
dictionaries during the post-independence era. 
However, it is interesting to note that, there is 
also a need which was perhaps felt, to re-print 
some old dictionaries, particularly the 
etymological comprehensive dictionary of 
Pandit Gopinath Nanda Sharma and the biggest 
Oriya lexicon of G.C. Praharaj. Therefore it will 
be befitting to present a brief note on those 
monumental work in the _ field of 
dictionary-making in Oriya. 

In the first decade of the present century, the 
Utkal Sahitya Samaj, desired to launch a project 
to produce a comprehensive Oriya to Oriya 
dictionary of a good standard. Pandit Gopinath 
Nanda Sharma took up the responsibility. He 
was a highly respected person for his scholarly 
attainments in Sanskrit and Oriya literature and 
his profound knowledge of Pali, Prakrit, Telegu 
and Bengali literatures. He prepared some 
portions of his dictionary and presented it in 
November, 1905 before the committee formed 
for this purpose under the Chairmanship of 
Madhu Sudan Rao, a poet and educationist of 
great eminence, which approved and 
appreciated the work. Pandit Nanda Sharma had 
completed the compilation ‘of this lexicon with 
more than seven years of deep devotion and 
tenacious toil. This lexicon Odia 
Sabdatattwabodh Abhidhan, of 1,115 pages in 
demy size, was published in 1916. It is a 
comprehensive Oriya to Oriya dictionary. Each 
main entry is followed by grammatical category, 
etymology, Oriya equivalents, meanings and 
citations from different texts wherever felt 
necessary. Meanings and shades of meanings 
are carefully distinguished and explained, not 
with synonymus or confusing technical terms, 


dictionary was pub oe 
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but in clearly worded, simplified forms. After, 
two to three years of the publication of this 
lexicon, in 1919, G.C.Praharaj planned to 
produce-a bigger lexicon. 


Raibahadur Gopal Chandra Praharaj, who 
himself was a_ writer, Folklorist, Lawyer, 
Zamindar and a man of importance in those days 
felt it necessary to compile a bigger lexicon and 
started his preparations in 1919. He was aware 
of the richness of the vocabulary of Oriya 
language and the different shades of meaning of 
some words. He understood that ‘hundreds of 
Oriya verbs convey numerous meanings, both 
literal and figurative. For instance the very 
Lagiba (to stick to) has got as many as sixty 
different meanings, the very Mariba (to Strike) 
has got 43 different meanings and the very 
Kariba (to do) has got 21 meanings’. Besides, 
‘the Oriya language is very rich in idioms and 
idiomatic phrases which are incapable of verbal 
or literal translation in other languages to 
convey the respective original meanings.’ He 
was also aware of the fact that in those days, 
‘the dispersion of Oriya-speaking tracts under 
four different administrations has been the cause 
of importation and acclimatizations of 
thousands of words from sister languages 
(Bengalee, Hindi, Marhattee, Telegu) with 
which Oriya came in contact in those Provinces; 
besides, hundreds of words imported from 


English, Spanish, Portuguese, 


Arabic and 
Persian 


language from time to time as Oriyas came in 
contact with other nations; still then, he 
ventured to start his ambitious project. The first 
volume was published in 1931 and the last 
volume of his Seven-volume biggest lexicon so 
far in Oriya language, was published in 1940. 
Thus, this project took 21 years with the total 
cost of Rs. 1,25,000.00 (one lakh/twentyfive 
thousand rupees). This lexicon contains 
1,85,000 words in 9245 pages of folio size. It is 
a trilingual dictionary. 


In the Purna Chandra O 
Praharaj has given the mai 


dia Bhasa Kosa, Shri 
n entry (lima) in Oriya 
Ord.in italic script, 
ents, on the right 
al Category, Oriya 


have found Place in the Oriya- 


equivalents, 


descriptions of meanings of 
different shades of meanings with illustrative 
quotations and English meanings. Sometimes 
encyclopaedic informations are incorporated 
wherever the author has felt it necessary. The 
collections of illustrative quotations makes 
possible a fresh, original treatment of words. 


Shri Praharaj has followed this principle in his 
lexicon. 


Shri Praharaj had in his mind to prepare a 
concise volume of his lexicon. But he did not 
Survive to materialise his idea. However, Shri 
Pramod Chandra Dev, member of the Talcher 
Royal Family, planned to compile a 
comparatively smaller, but standard lexicon and 
the format of the lexicon is lima, 
grammatical category, meanin 
short, 


source, 
9, description in 
illustrative quotations. He prepared the 
lexicon with the help of Pandit Damodar Mishra. 
This project was Started in 1936, and was 
completed and Published in three folio volumes 
in 1942. There are 1,50,000 words in_ this 
dictionary. A Publisher of Cuttack has taken up 
the task of re-printing of these volumes and the 
first volume has been Published in 1976, The 
'e-print of the Sabdatattwabodha Abhidhan of 
Pandit G.N.Nanda Sharma is also available. But 
only re-print of the old lexicons and Preparation 
and publication of glossaries of administrative, 


technical and scientific terms will not fulfil the 
need of a modern language. 


In case of 
the time of 


technologists; journalists and such persons fi 

different disciplines should also en ae 
responsibilities in the preparation of a ety . 
standard lexicon in their res as 
aoe pective 


a : 
ea and technology in a conceptually 
a Ae Therefore, a modern dictionary 
a oe at least 50% technical and 
FE ciiptio ords with clear and precise meaning, 
i Picea and illustrations. Thus the planning 
oa nae of dictionary-making should take 
Bel clues needs. Hence, not only the linguists 

assical scholars alone, the scientists, 
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FOREIGN MEDIA IS AT DOORSTEP 


Basant Kumar Mohanti 


Wournalisn in underdeveloped and developing 
countries is now acquiring a new concept. 
Termed as development Journalism, it aims to 
emphasise on and disseminate news involving 
Socio-Economic development to the people of 
the third world. Man media must inform the 
people of the changes that are taking place 
around them and of the country’s problems as 
well. To motivate the people to Participate in the 
Socio-Economic transformation is a Part of the 
function of man media. An effective use of the 
man media one can help in Spreading this 
message to every clientele. Then Only it will be a 
Participant democracy. Hence, a Careful 
assembly of fact, detailed references, skilful 


interpretative analysis and factual reporting are 
necessary. 


A debate going on in the world to-day is 
developing into a confrontation between the 
West and the third world. It relates to the 
developing countries’ demand for the rights in 
the realisation of international information and 


communication. Their demand is disputed by 
the western media. 


and biased Indian Press com 
been mostly based On these 
editorials. 


ments, if any, have 
Scrappy reports and 


Therefore, these commen 
only the western viewpoint 
publications on Babri 


the third world Particularly 
practically blacked out. It is 
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LEARNING WITHOUT TEARS 


Bhaskar Parichha 


The school situation could be joyful and at the 
same time innovative. This has been 
experienced in many states where the Joy of 
Learning, a festival for school children, was 
conducted by Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti, 
(BGVS) an autonomous body created by the 
National Literacy Mission Authority, Ministry of 
HRD, Government of India. A fig out of the leaf 
was taken when in December, 93 the nine 
country Summit for Education For All (EFA) was 
held in New Delhi and where it was resolved to 
complete EFA by the turn of the century. 


Additionally, the Total Literacy Campaigns 
(TLCs) in the country have given a tremendous 
encouragement to embark on such targets. 
Using people's participation and voluntary 
involvement as the main strategies, TLCs have 
shown that literacy can be achieved in a short 
time in a campaign mode. In fact, it has been 
clearly observed that in those districts where 
these vital components are weak or absent, the 


achievement levels are also poor. Total Literacy 
Campaigns, however, are 
of EFA. The major 
Universalisation 


Only one component 
challenge of EFA is 
of Elementary 
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environment in schools is a major factor for 
school drop outs. It is for this stark reality that 


the BGVS 


came out with a 
campaign. 


concrete 


A massive campaign was what required to 
rebuild the interest of children in schools and to 
motivate parents to ensure that their children go 
to and remain in schools. This ultimately called 
for making the teaching—learning process in 
schools interesting, joyful and relevant. 


However, such a gigantic task which requires 
Preparing a proper atmosphere and mobilizing 
the community was conspicuous by its absence 
in the country. The joy of Learning campaign 
was taken up with this Objective in mind. The 
Joy of Learning (JOL) Campaign was 
undertaken at (a) Gram Panc 


hayat level, (b) 
Block level, (c) District level and (d) National 
level. 


A typical district Programme consisted of 
about 100—200 Panchayat/school _ level 
pragrammes, 8-12 Block level Programmes and 
one: district level programme. The average 
number of children directly Participating in the 
Joy of Learning festival was something like 
10,000 per district. About 1,500—2,500 
teachers and other citizens were also involved in 


each district, that way making campaign truly 
Participatory. 


At the state level, 


BGVS state offices 
Coordinated the programme. Apart from this 


Several Joy of Learnin 
were formed a 
levels, Formati 
was given t 
Was the thru 


g Organizing Committees 
t district, block and Panchayat 
on of Panchayat level committees 
he utmost importance and_ this 
St area, where the JOL campaign 


would bank upon. Elected representatives of the 
Panchayats, Village - Education Committees, 
members of the teaching community in general 
find representative teachers organisations were 
also involved in the process. Linkages were 
established with the state education 
departments, SCERT, DIET, Zilla Saksharata 
Samitis and other agencies at appropriate 
levels. 


One of the major objectives of the Joy of 
Learning was to make efforts to sustain and 
Strengthen the Panchayat level committees SO 
that they can continue to undertake activities 
related to Universalisation of Elementary 
Education, if not now, at a later stage. 


At every level, the programme was conducted 
for two different age groups i.e. 6-11 years and 
: 12-14 years. Separate sets of programmes were 
Organised for each group. Apart from school 
Going children, others like drop-outs and 
Non-school going children were also to be 
invited as participants. At every level about 30 
Per cent of the participants were the girl 
children. 


ign at all levels 


The Joy of Learning campa 
d components. 


Consisted of the following broa 


* Children’s Science Festivals 


* Creative competitions for children 


* Science picnics 
* Exhibition and village learning fe 


Children’s Science Festivals were, to start 
district levels. 


with, conducted at block and 3 
Durartién of the festival was 3/ 4 days and it 
Was conducted in the guest/host mode. oe 
Means that half of the participant children 0 

be from the locality (town/ village) where Hh 
festival is being conducted (hosts) and heen. 
half (guests) from the nearby villages/ tae 
An attractive feature of the Children sees 
Festival is to go down to the panchayat leve an 
'S expected that at every Gram Panchayat at aa 
Average 100-200 children will participate in th 

festival. The G.P. level P 


rogramme  'S 
CO-termj F secondary : 
minus with the he social aspect 


stivals. 


school in that 


of the JOL that one has to appreciate the 
endeavour. 


Host arrangement has been found extremely 
useful in strengthening emotional bond 
between children as well as their families. This 
also reduced the cost of the festival since part of 
the food expenses was borne by the host 
families. Never before such an opportunity came 
where students from one locality were able to 
know their friends in another locality. The 
festival usually begins in a festive mood with 
songs and clappings. 


During the day time the participating children 
used to assemble at the festival spot (norma'ly a 
school or an appropriate public place). They 
were exposed to a number of activities like 
games and learning exercises which would 
idemonstrate how joyful learning could be. Each 
of these activities was guided by trained 
resource persons: Local teachers also 
supplemented the joyful activities. 


Depending upon the availability of resource 
persons and depending upon the local 
requirements, there could have been any 
number of activity corners. However, it was 
ensured that every festival has the following four 
activity corners, viz : 

* science play corners with low cost 
experiments, 
* jmagination and creativity corners, 
* mathematics and geometry corners, 
* song, drama & games corners. 


In these corners the school children usually 
move from one corner to another corner and 
spend around one to one and half hours in ¢ach 
corner. Again, children in the corners are not 
passive onlookers; but active participants in the 
corner activities. There was a minimum of 18 
contact hours during the three—day festival. 
Lectures were consciously avoided and a festive 
mood was being maintained throughout. The 
local community especially parents and teachers 
were involved in the planning and organisation 
of the festival. 

The Children Science Festival (CSF) was 
organised in a revenue sequence viz : district, 
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Particular Gram Panchayat. It is t 
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block, and G. P. Each of these CSF also used to 
multiply the number of resource Persons for the 
next levels of CSFs. 


The second component of the Joy of Learning 
campaign was creative competitions for the 
children. These competitions were Organised 
along with or just before the children’s Science 
Festival. Creative competitions varied from place 
to place. One aspect of the creativity corner was 
Story listening. At some Places it was story 
telling and in some other places it was plays. 


There were also 
children who took p 
effort was made to m 


uiz Competitions for the 
art in the festival, Every 
ake the quiz competition 


objective of these competitions 


stereotyped. 

The online Creative competitions included 
various items like Puppet making, room 
decoration, rangoli, drawing and Painting, 


collage making, Origami, 
which helped in exCavati 
children. 


Clay Modelling, etc. 
ng the skills of the 


There was a component for essay and 
eloquence also. This again was different from 
the standard competitions : simple questions 
Pertaining to their day-to-day experiences, 
also avenues to 
ons like Play 


ritten Magazine 


The third componen 


t of the Joy of Li 
festival was the Scien 


earning 


aS to promote 
Children and to 
ations, Picnic Spots 
Ptoa railway Station 
iver bank. In order to 


the observation skills of the 
expose them to real life—situ 
could vary from a cycle sho 
or froma village pond to a ri 


30- 


fs August, 


make the science picnics interesting and useful, 


resource persons were trained in the similar 
vein. 


On the last day of the Programme,’ the 
Participating children and resource persons are 
involved in organising an exibition cum village 
learning festival, for the benefit of the entire 
Panchayat. Various activities that the children 
have learnt during the festival are expected to be 
exhibited by the Participating children. Efforts 
are made to invite all the children (non-school 
goings, dropouts) and their parents so that they 
get motivated to go to school or send their 
children to school — the main object of the 
village learning — festival being motivating 


involving the non-school going children and 
their parents. 


For the Successful conduct of the Joy of 
arning Programme a number of trained 
Persons were required, At the national level the 
resource support was given by All India Peoples’ 
Science Network (AIPSN) and its member 
Organisations like the Kerala Sastra Sahitya 
| Nadu Science Forum, Eklavya. 


resource group was oriented at 
NCERT, New Delhi. 


Le 


Organised in the B 
Delhi from 


guest—host mode. 
ildren from various parts of 
Idren and resource 

of teachers 
in the field of 


a 

mee through regular research and 

Be cloome S, Childrens’ Resource 

Bie se Centres have been thought of. In 
ct, a centre has already come up. 


Baap orerne of this nature, with such 
antl the ai ae of the teachers, students 
Bleiined abe at large has to have a 
Biot ee Unless the gains are 
ice and the energy generated and 
EF wile os ren greater ends, the whole 
Beet that ee up ina whimper. It is with this 
Pea haw 4 Joy of Learning prograrame is 
aaa ed up By activities which will not 
ane the schopl atmosphere more 
the ; ng but will also usher in a change in 
ann primary education scenario of the 
try. 


More facility for scholarshi 


students in the current year. 


"he day Scholars will g 


Department. T 
ten months in the year un! 
among the OBC competitors in 
AOD UODO UR 


00000000000000%°° 
NEW OBC SCHOLARSHIP 


p for search 


et Rs. 30 and t 
der the scheme. The students who secure the first position 


Class-VIII an’ 
OO OG a ao 7 


The activities of the 


follow-up 

programme have been i 

ee thought of in several 
Setting up of Bala Sabhas in villages 


JOL 


which will have a nodal centre f 
science education and upgradin a 
knowledge. oe 
Strengthening Children’s Resou 

development Centres located in aise 
state offices of BGVS as a resource a 


* 


for Universalizati 
ation of i 
Education. wr 
* Intervention in th 
t e block prima 
education field through ial A 
education." rh 
* Intervention in the i 
He school curriculum 


_ 
A/ 16, Barmunda Housing Board 
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of talents have been extended to OBC 
olution adopted by the State Welfare 
he hostel inmates Rs. 100 each for 


d IX will be entitled for the benefit. 


MENT DISCUSSED 

Jha who chaired the review Committee metting of 
Jopment expenses called for early implementation 
has been fixed for installing 141 L.I. Projects in 


f land in the Khariff season. 
9 00000000000000000000 


SONEPUR DEVELOP 
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Collector Sh 
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of the incomplete projec 
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AN EXPERIMENT IN AQUACULTURE MANAGEMENT BY RURAL 
FISHERMAN COMMUNITY : STRATEGIC ADVANTAGES FOR 
EMPLOYMENT AND INCOME GENERATION 


S. K. Sarkar 
Radheyshyam 
N. Sarangi* 


Teco’ generating employment opportunit 
in 1.8 ha pond was studied involvin 


(21.83-34.59%) and 
(32.76-33.49%), wheras in the remaining crops the maxi 


INTRODUCTION : 


In Orissa, about 32380 ha (Orissa fisheries, 
1984-85) water area is available in the shapes of 
ponds and tanks where fish cul 
feasible and economical 


of these resources remain unutilised and/or 
underutilised. Looking at the Production level 
the fish production in rural Orissa averages 
around 300 kg/ha/yr which is too 
compared to the recent achieveme 
tons/ha/yr achieved by the scientists 
Institute of Freshwater 

Kausalyaganga. The lack of tech 
one of the reasons for this as is 
from the observations on fish cult 
rural area by many authors (Sinha 
Chakroborty et. al, 1976; Lakshman et. al, 
1978; Mohanty, 1983; Sarangi et al, 1987; 
Radheyshyam and Tripathy, 1987: 
Radheyshyam et. al,, 1988; Sharma & Thakur, 
1988). Added to this the Prosperity of rural 
aquaculture has been indicated by 


ture is technically 
y viable. Yeta large part 


low 
nt of 15 
of Central 
Aquaculture, 
nical skills is 
corroborated 
ure status in 
et al., 1973; 
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Radheyshyam and Tripathy (1 992) on the basis 
of long term studies and have observed that 
there is need to bridge the wide gap between 
technologies generating systems and its rapid 
trasfer to the end users. Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK) and Trainers’ Training Centre (TTC) of 
Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture 
(CIFA), Bhubaneswar has been in the forefront 
for transfer of technologies in aquaculture in 
adopted villages. One such demonstration 
Centre at Nuasasan village of Puri district in 
Orissa, forms the basis of present investigation, 
which deals with the income generating 
employment of a fisherman community through 
the adoption of scientific composite fish culture 
in their village for a period of five years. 


The village Nuasasan is located at a distance 
of 15 kms So 


uth-East of KVK/ TTC (CIFA), 
Kausalyaganga Consisting of total 600 farm 


families of which 33.33% families belong to the 
Scheduled Caste and other backward 
communities who are exclusively landless. A 
total of 38 families with 94 males and 72 females 
belonging exclusively to the fisherman 
community by caste were selected as adopted 
farmers for aqua-farming demonstration. The 
literacy level of the fisherman community was 
32.54% and 12.84% for male and female 
tespectively. Out of the two matriculate male 
members one was working in Orissa State 
Government Department. Male in the age group 
of 15-60 years, female 15-58 years and children 
9-14 years, engaged in their traditional 
occupation of catching fish either from the local 
wild water resources and undertaking job works 
for a wage in fish farms owned by well to do 
Persons. The average wage was Rs. 15-20/daily 
labourer. 


As per the survey of the village 4 total of 14 
small and large ponds (0.01 -1.8 ha) covering 
6.5 ha waterarea were available under the 
private and Panchayat ownership but remained 
Virtually fallow with almost negligible turn 
Over. 

y under the 

Fisherman 
n the 1978 
as 


A fisherman‘s Co-operative Societ 
banner of “Bimla Primary 
Co-operative Society” was formed i 
Which included the aforesaid group 
members. 

ND METHODS 


vation : 
t to identify the 


MATERIAL A 


Mode of approach and moti 
Village survey was carried ou 


es of the 
Potenti and water resources 
al of human g involving the 


Village. Subsequently @ meetin d the 
Members of the society was rallee atte of 
farmers were appraised of the possible a a 
augmenting their income through the ® one 
BF scientific fish fanning. |) VOlOUs ae akg 
twelve members of the society ie peer 
Under on-campus training programme 
Kendra on the need based 
Aquacultural technologies: Othe) oS cility of 
the society who could not avail.the u ne 
on-campus training becaus? 


: under 
Ree trained 
Pre-occuipations, were to acquire the 


oS 


technical know-how and contributed their mite 
in the developmental programme of the society. 
The technology of carp farming was launched 
with the demonstration of composite fish 
culture, controlled breeding of common carp, 
induced breeding of Indian and exotic carps, 
fish seed raising and net weaving during the 
period of five years (1984-89). 


The pond was chocked with Hyarilla, Najas 
and water hyacinth. The latter was cleaned 
manually by the adopted farmers whereas to 
control the submerged weed, grass carp 
fingerlings were stocked in the pond during the 
first year of adoption. The water hyacinths 
extracted were heaped in corners of the pond 
and turned into compost for recycling during 
later stage of fish culture. Poisoning of the pond 
with fish toxicant for removal of predatory and 
weed fishes could not be done due to lack of 
investment capacity of the farmers. However, 
every year the pond was stocked with 
fingerlings after complete harvesting of the fish 
by repeated netting. 

The pond was stocked in the month of 
August-September and harvested after a cultural 
period of ten months. In the first two years of 
operation the stocking ratio could not be 
maintained as required quantity of different 
species could not be available. The fisherman 
chose to stock rohu fingerlings at higher density 
during the first two years based on market 
preferable. No supplementary feed was used 
initially to limit expenditure and hence low 
stocking density of fingerlings was maintained 
(1988-3586 fingerlings/ha). Environmental 
condition of the water alongwith natural fish 
food organisms and growth and health of fish 
were monitored periodically. As and when 
required the pond was treated with lime. 
Manuring and fertilisation were done to 
maintain the productivity of the pond. During 
initial two years no supplementary feed was 
applied. However, for the rest three years period 
of operations the fishes were fed periodically 
with groundnut oil cake and ricebran. 


RESULT AND DISCUSSION 


In different parts of India the fisherman 
communities could be found inhabitary in 
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Off-campus programme 


coastal areas, nearby reservoirs, swamps and 
riverside villages etc. so as to catch the fish from 
these natural resources for their livelihood and 
as their inherited profession. But due to rapid 
industrialisation these natural water resources 
become polluted, causing complete destruction 
of economical fish species and very poor catch. 
On the other hand indiscriminate fishing from 
limited natural water resources also result in 
poor fish catch.This accounted for the low 
socio-economic status of the fisherman 
communities with varying spells of 
unemployment. It is obvious that the plentily 
available neglected freshwater resources could 
be turned into productive waters by involving 
such fisherman communities to utilise their skills 
with advantage for income generating 
employment. With this objective the present 
endeavour was made to demonstrate composite 
fish culture technology by exploiting a large 
Gram-Panchayat tank of 1.8 ha leased out in 
favour of 38 fisherman families of Nuasasan 
village. Successful demonstrations of the 
technology had a triggering effect on the 
fisherman community to take up scientific 
aquaculture practices enthusiastically and with 
devotion. Composite fish culture was not in 
vogue and was completely unknown to the 
fisherman community as they were depending 
upon their age old traditional profession of 
catching fish from natural water resources. The 
concept of composite fish farming was 
introduced among the fisherman community of 
Nuasasan village in the year 1984. 


Since the pond was infested with submerged 
aquatic weed, 418 fingerlings of grass carp 
(av.wt. 12.6 gms) were introduced for the first 
time into the ponds. From the experience it was 
apparent that the ponds having submerged 
aquatic weed led to better growth performance 
of rohu, posibly because food was in plenty in 
the form of periphyton developing of submerged 
plants. A higher stocking density (42.32%) of 
rohu in this pond proved to be advantage 
Although stocking ratio of grass Carp fingerlings 
was only 12.3% the production Contribution 
was the highest (34.59%) during the first year 
of operation due to their fast growth rate 


Ous. 
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(av.wt.2.32 kg/ individual) in the presence of 
adequate quantity of desirable natural food for 
them in the pond. Onan average each silver carp 
grew upto 1.14 kg but their contribution to fish 
Production was only 3.38% probably due to 
lower stocking density. In comparison, rohu 
attaining an average weight of 0.64 kg/ 
individual was an important - contribution 
(33.49%) to total fish Production perhaps 
because of appropriate stocking density and 
high survival rate (84.68%). The total yield was 
2327.47 kg (1293.33 kg/ha) fetching a net 
income of Rs. 17.903 as against the previous 
years’ production of only 490 kg. (272 kg/ ha) 
and a net loss of Rs. 2680. 


In the second year (1985-86) of culture 
Operation the maximum yield contributed by 
rohu was 32.76% followed by grass carp 
(21.83%). The Production due to silver crap and 
grass carp was 17.87% and 13.60% 
respectively. The yield of mrigal and common 
Carp was comparatively low. The maximum 
Production was contributed by surface feeders 
(silver carp, 24.21% and catla, 19.75%). The 
Production of column feeders j. e. rohu and 
grass Carp was recorded as 18.70% and 15.65% 
respectively. Among the b 


Ottom feeders mrigal 
contributed 13.27% 


and common Carp 8.42%. 
During the fourth Year (1987-88) the maximum 
Production was contributed by catla (38.95%) 
followed by rohu (36.69%). The yield of mrigal 
and common carp was 14.73% and 9.63% 
respectively. In the fifth year (1988—g9) Silver 
carp gave the maximum yield (25.27%) 


followed by grass carp (21.80%). The 
Production of catla and rohu 


was 18.15% and 
21.80% respectively. Mrigal (11.26%) and 
common carp (8.97%) Contributed less 
remarkably, 


During the Pre-adoption period (1983-84) 
the total fish only 490 kg 


investment of 


n per kg. of fish worked out to 
Rs.23.40. In the first years of operation 
a) 984-85) a total of 2,395 


kg. (1291.66 kg/ha) 


— ee 
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of fish was harvested. The total expenditure and 
total income were Rs. 11,210 and Rs. 29,1 13 
respectively with a net profit of Rs. 17,903. 


It is also observed that at the end of the 
second year of culture the total fish production 
from the pond was 3003 kg (1688.33 kg/ha) 
involving an expenditure of Rs. 14,976 and a 
gross return of Rs. 60,060. The net profit worked 
out to Rs. 45,084. During the third year the total 
fish production from the pond touched 4192 kg. 
(2328.88 kg/ha). The profit was Rs. 71/532 
against a total expenditure of Rs. 20,692. 


It also reveals that in the fourth year of culture 
Operation (1987-88) the harvest of fish was 
comparatively loe (3561 kg.) in relation to the 


third year production figure (4192 kg.). An 
amount of Rs.19,685 was recorded as 
the total income of 


expenditure against 
Rs. 78,342 and net profit of Rs. 58,657. It is 
assumed that the return was less due to the 
non-stocking of Chinese carps i.e. silver carp 
and grass carp. Throughout the whole five years 
of culture operation the highest production of 
5,667 kg. (3148.33 kg/ha) was recorded in the 
fifth year. The total expenditure amounted to 
Rs.22,894 whereas the income was 
with a net profit of Rs.1,21,235. 
The percentage of profit on total expenditure 
s recorded to be minimum in the first year 
d maximum in the fifth year 
t of fish production per kg. 
04 to Rs. 5.52 averaging 


wa 
(159.71%) an 
(529.55%). The cos 
ranged from Rs. 4. 
Rs. 4.67. 


For computing detail 
fingerlings cost, least value 
of lime, fertiliser and manure, feed 
and management CO 
consideration. The 
component 
clearance, renovatio 
marketing and watch 
contributed by the fishe 
culture and pond management. 
was paid at the rate Of Rs. 15 to Rs- 20 per day 
of their engagement in the opera 


ed economics the 
of the pond, the cost 
cost, labour 
e taken into 
gement 

weed 


tion. 


Rs.1,44,129 


Supplementary feed is one of the major input 
cost in fish production ranging between 50-70% 
of the total cost (Schroeder, 1978, Tripathi 
1984). In the scientific fish culture inereaeed 
levels of feed expenditure contribute 
significantly to high levels production 
(Ranadhir, et al., 1979). However, in the present 
studies the feed cost notably contributed anly 
about 12.01% of the total expenditure. Both 
land and labour are easily and cheaply available 
in rural areas. In comparison to physical and 
material resources the investment on human 
resources is usually more important for 
achieving higher fish production (Borayan, 
1991; Radheyshyam and Tripathy, 1992). 
During the course of present studies the labour 
component contributed 42.41% to the total 
operational cost. This suggests that the 
fisherman community has derived practical 
benefit in terms of income generation and 
employment by exploiting fresh water resources 
for fish culture. 


The members of the society earned a net profit 
of Rs. 3,14,.411 within a span of five years 
a 984-89). During this period the society repaid 
a loan amount of Rs. 45,000 borrowed from 
different financial agencies. © Sustained 
profitability of scientific fish culture generated 
further interest among the members to recycle a 
part of the profit money in expanding the 
activities by adopting four more ponds (total 
water area 4.1 ha) leased from the gram 
panchayat for pisciculture in the subsequent 
years within dependent effort. This experiment 
clearly established that the scientific aquaculture 
is practically beneficial as employment and 
income generating enterprise for the fisherman 


community of rural Orissa. 


Soe 
KVK/TTC of Central Institute of Freshwater 
Aquaculture, Kausalyaganga, 
Bhubaneswar-751 002 

& 
*Central Agricultural Research 
Institute, Port Blair, Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands. 
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Historical Background of Previous 
Economic Census : 

India has been widely recognised as an 
agrarian economy, collection of basic 
information on Agriculture, i.e. Agricultural 
Statistics has been given top Priority. Later on, it 
was realised that there is also need for collection 
of statistics on economic activities in 
non-agricultural sector for sound planning and 
balanced economic growth. 
Government of India, Ministry of Planning, 
Department of Statistics after formation of 
C.S.0. decided in 1976 to 
country-wide Economic 


launch a 
Census alongwith 


started from 
Consequently, Orissa became a Part of it and 
Directorate of Economics and Statistics took 
active and full responsibility of the Census 
activities at the State level. The scope and 
coverage of the 1st Economic Census in 1977 


were limited to’ (i) non-agricultural sector (ii) 
establishments only. 


First Economic Census, 1977 : 

(a) Activities : 

It covered - all establishments of 
non-agricultural sector with the Specification 
that it should cover only those establishments 
which employ at least one hired worker on a 
fairly regular basis. In other words, it excluded 
Own account enterprises from its Purview. 


(b) Findings : 
Findings of the 1st Economic Census 1977, in 
broad, are as follows : 


(i) There Were 1,19,260 establishments 
during 1977 in non-agricultural sector under 
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ORGANISATION OF ECONOMIC CENSUS IN ORISSA 


storage 


& ware-housing, 
finance, insurances, 
Services, ‘social, 
services, other activities, 


communication, 
real estate & business 
community and personal 


(iii) Non-agricultural economic activities in 
Urb. 


Personal services” in 
rural areas was much higher that is, 65.27% of 


total establishments under 


the above said 
Category. 


(iv) Establishments in “Social, community 


cturing and 
hotels & restaurants were 


areas. But no. of 
nd retail trade’’ 
In all other 


and _ personai services”, “manufa 
repair services”, 
Significant in 


the economy and operational convenience. As 
the Economic Census would undertake house 
listing/ numbering operation alongwith listing 
of enterprises, this would also solve the purpose 
of countrywide houselisting operation for the 
Population Census, 1981. 


However, the scope and coverage of the 2nd 
Economic Census was widened. In other words, 
it covered both establishments and 
own-account enterprises | coming under 
non-agricultural sector and agricultural sector 
excluding crop production and plantation. 


(b) Problems : 

Accommodation of staff engaged to operate 
and supervise the overall work of the Economic 
Census. at the headquarters was found to be 
difficult as the entire office space is filled-up 
with the sections of other schemes operating 
Besides transport also 


regularly over years. : 
sion of field 


posed a serious problem for superv! 
work. 


(c) Findings : 
Findings of the 2nd 
given below : 


Economic Census are 


8,03,662 enterprises were 
80 out of which 76.39% 
ses and 23.61% were 


(i) A total no. of 
operating during 19 t 
were own-account enterpr! 
establishments. 


(ii) Further 78.29% of the enterprises were 
k 9 
Operating in rural areas whereas 21.71% were 


Operating in urban areas of the State. 


erprises in rural area 


iii i, total ent 
CR ida ses and 20.92% were 


were own-account enterpri eases 
establishments. On the oO age a 
own-account enterprises were i 


i eas. 
establishments were 33.31% in urban ar 


48,574 persons were 
in all the 8,03,662 
4% were working 


(iv) A total no. of 19, 
found to be working 
enterprises out of which 47.1 
On hired basis. 

(v) Out of the total working ree al a 
Were working in rural areas an 35.86% 
Working in urban areas. 
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(vi) Out of the total working forces in rural 
areas, 33.83% were working on hired basis. In 
the urban area, it was 70.96%. 


(vii) The total no. of 55,308 enterprises were 
engaged in agricultural activities other than crop 
production and plantation. Out of this, 86.07% 
were own-account and 13.93% were 
establishments. In rural areas 87.57% were 
own-account enterprises whereas the same in 
urban areas was 74.05%. As_ regards 
establishments the percentage in rural areas was 
12.43 and urban area was 25.95. 


(viii) The total no. of 7,48,354 enterprises 
were engaged in non-agricultural activities out 
of which 75.67% were own-account enterprises 
and 24.33% were establishments. 


(ix) Under non-agricultural sector, in rural 
areas 78.36% were own-account enterprises 
and 21.64% were establishments. In urban areas 
66.42% were own-account enterprises and 
33.58% were establishments. 


(x) Total no. of 18,50,107 persons were 
working in non-agricultural enterprises out of 
which 48.71% were hired workers. The rest 
98,467 no. of workers were engaged in 
agricultural enterprises. 


(xi) 35.17% of total working persons were 
found to be working as hired workers in rural 
areas 71.74% were working in urban areas as 
hired workers. 


Third Economic Census, 1990 : 

(a) The 3rd Economic Census could not be 
organised during 1985 as per the decision taken 
earlier due to shortage of funds. However, the 
frame of 1980 Economic Census was up-dated 
during 1987-88 in some urban areas consisting 
of 64 towns with 90,000 blocks so as to rectify 
the problems of identification of E.Bs. in those 
areas due to industrialisation: In rural areas 
up-dation of the frame was not felt necessary in 
those areas where there was no difficulty in 
identification of E.Bs. 


3rd Economic 


However, Census, was 
conducted during 1990 throughout the 
country. 
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Findings : 
The findings of the 3rd Economic Census, 
1990 in brief are given below - 


(i) The total no. of enterprises were found to 
be 10,93,547 in both the sectors. 


(ii) Out of 10.94 lakh of enterprises 8.22 lakh 
(i.e. 75%) were Own-account enterprises and 
2.71 lakhs (i.e. 25%) were establishments. 


(iii) Further 8.54 lakh enterprises (i.e. 78%) 
were located in rural areas and the rest 2.40 lakh 
(22%) were located in urban areas. 


(iv) 26.12 lakh Persons were engaged in all 
enterprises. Out of which 21 .53 lakhs were male 
workers and 4.5 lakh were female workers. Thus 
the male-female, worker ratio was.82:18. 


(v) Out of the total 26.12 lakh of workers 


12.48 lakh workers (i.e. 48%) were engaged on 
hired basis. 


(vi) In rural areas 6.03 lakh enterprises were 
found to be Own-account enterprise and 1.80 
lakh are establishments. 


(vii) In rural areas 2.56 
(32.72%) were engaged in “M 
Repair Service”, 2.56 
31.49%) were 
Quarrying. 


lakh enterprises 
anufacturing and 
lakh enterprises (i.e, 
engaged in Mining and 


(viii) In urban areas, total NO. of 2.33 lakh of 


(ix) In urban areas Out of the above 
enterprises 1.07 lakh of enterprises were 
engaged in retail trade and 0.60 lakh Were 


engaged in community, social and personal 
services. 


(x) During 3rd Economic Census 
tural and urban areas taken to. 
enterprises were €ngaged in re 
enterprises were engaged 
quarrying. Thus, retail trade o 
position and mining and quar 
lowest position. 


» iN both 
gether, 3.64 lakh 
tail trade ang 546 
in mining and 
Ccupied the first 
tying occupied the 
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Fourth Economic Census EC(1996) : 
It has been mentioned earlier that the 


liberalisation and Opening up of the economy to 
multi-nationals. The sectoral changes, mainly 
the emergence of the services sector, in the 


dependent 
of population census is being planned in 1996. 


census count 
€numerators by 
Economics and Statisti 


Canvassed will be Organised 


In the Objective of the 4th E.C.-1996 the 
enterprises bo agricultural and 
Fae glue Sectors will be covered. Besides 
be ori enterprises and establishments will 

: ered. In the urban areas ie mula be 
NSSO as rel Frame survey blocks of the 
complete house ait 9€ographical entity where 
the enterprise |; : house Enquiry for canvassing 

Prise list wil] be Carried out. In the rural 
ee 


pleas, complete house to house enquiry will be 
limited to villages with population not 
exceeding 5,000 or more as_ per 1991 
population census. For the rural villages where 
the population is less than 5,000 village level 
enquiry through knowledgable persons of the 
locality for canvassing enterprise list will be 
adopted. 


Our experience in the second and _ third 
economic census felt that there might be 
problems of printing the schedules. !n the 3rd 
economic census some schedules were printed 
in Govt. Press located at Bhubaneswar. Besides, 
appointment of enumerators, supervisors etc. 
after knowing the details of their number, the 
training may pose a problem which can be 
sorted out at DES level. There may be the 
requirement of some transport for training 
Purposes and also to house the economic 
census section separately as it will involve huge 
work at the initial stage. The administration of 
the economic census may require the services 


of one senior officer in the rank of Additional 
Director. Data entry operations and processing 
of data through N.I.C. was done successfully 
last time, this time it may pose some problems. 
Hence, the D.E.S. may be given free hands to 
choose the data entry and data processing 
houses as per local availability with all 
stipulations done by C.S.0. For smoothening 
the process, we may require a FAX to be located 
in the State Hqrs. with DES. Organising the field 
work through College Students,Village 
Agriculture Workers, Village Level Workers and 
such other persons may be discussed and 
decided. The 4th Economic Census may be 
undertaken by the State Directorate of 
Economics and Statistics of Orissa with greater 
control and supervision, elaborate training and 
complete accuracy with the cooperation and 
guidance of the C.S.0., Department of Statistics, 
Government of India. 

_——— 


Director, 
Economics and Statistics. 


ietaveiateleleteistaleleeeleeeeeesceeces cores ses csseercers 
CALL TO CHECK ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION 
lations, Shri Netrananda Mallick called for 


Minister, Information and Public re! 
a threat to the survival of mankind. He 


jing environment which is posing 


safeguarc 
need for checking indiscriminate felling of trees. 


stressed the 

Inaugurating the function organised by the B.D.A. and PECUC at Sailashree’ 
Vihar on July, 16 last the Minister struck a note of caution, Minister, Higher 
Education, Shri Bhagabat Prasad Mohanty called for early solution of problems 
nvironment and the society with proper vision. “Future planning, 
ary organisations and dissemination of news would go a long 


Ive these problems", he said. 
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Chief Minister, Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik has extended his hearty felicitations 
of Prime Minister's 75th Birthday. 


YOUTH RED CROSS : ORISSA CHAPTER 


Dr. Subhash Chandra Mishra 


The Orissa Chapter of Youth Red Cross humbly 
endeavours to train the “zealous” Youth, in the 
Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross, so that 
they may remain “imperturbable, unwearying, 
unfaltering” and develop in them the elements 
of “quiet self-sacrifice’ when disasters strike 
humanity. Its aim is :“To serve’’—and the motto 
is : “Health : Service : Friendship”. 


The seven Fundamental Principles of Red 
Cross are Humanity, Impartiality, Neutrality, 


Independence, Voluntary Service, Unity, and 
Universality. 


The Hon'ble Governor of Orissa 
President of Youth Red Cross (Orissa). 
YRC (Orissa) Rules, 1993, it is to functio 
the Colleges of Orissa. The students 
colleges who are “zealous” to render ye 
service may be recruited as YRC Volun 
the YRC Group of the Colleges. The gs 
Pay a uniform fee at the time of admiss| 
with these resources various 
implemented by the YRC Vol 
guidance of the 
Professors in charge of 


is the 
As per 
nin all 
in the 
oman’s 
teers in 
tudents 
ion and 
Programmes are 
unteers under the 
YRC Counsellors—the 
YRC in the Colleges. 

Provisions have been 
Volunteers to receive training 
they may acquire necessar 
qualified service during 
completion of training, 
from St. John Ambul 
Delhi. 


made for YRC 
in First Aid SO that 
Y skill to render 
emergency. On 
they receive Ccertifica 
ance Association, 


tes 
New 


It was also felt necessar 
the YRC Volunteers in Fir 


y to impart training to 
e Fihgting and Rescue 


Operations. The train 
Fire Station 


ing is conducted by the 
Personnel . On_ successful 
completion of training the YRC Volunteers 
receive certificates from the Director General of 
Police (Fire Service) Orissa. The first batch of 
training in the Fighting and Rescue Operations 
has been completed in A.B. College, 
Basudevpur (Bhadrak). 


A novel attem 


ah ge, Cuttack and with the 
facilities extended by the Collector, 
Jagatsinghpur, relief was distributed among the 
Marroned Villagers 


* Particularly among those 
Worst victims at Ghadimul. For the 
disaster affecteg People, the morsel of relief that 
was Carried by the YRC Volunteers and the 
-ounsellors came as 4 source of relief. Similar 
a da Perations need be conducted 

'tigation of g Y motivating the YRC 
Volunteers who turn may gain such 
ee © better human beings in 


uso Of casualties due to non- 
Y Of safe blood for transfusion in time 

rave danger to our society. 
nts in the Colleges are 
Donation and Blood 
be a reat 

Youth Red Crogg Grey cae at 


if the Stud 
MOtivated fo . 


Grouping, 
extent, 


cum-Grouping Camps in the Colleges. With a 
view to encouraging the youth for Blood 
Donation, YRC (Orissa) has made a provision 
for issue of certificates of appreciation (to the 
Blood Donors in the Colleges) which shall bear 
the signature of the Hon‘ble Governor of our 
State who is the President of the Orissa State 
Branch of the Indian Red Cross Society. 


The YRC Group in the Colleges have started 
organising dental camps, health camps and 
workshops for environmental awareness in 
different parts of the State. 


A successful trekking camp was organised by 
YRC (Orissa) at Chandikhol where YRC 
Volunteers of identified colleges participated. 


For the last four years YRC (Orissa) has been 
organising Special Service Camps at Puri during 
the World famous Rath Yatra. The YRC 
Volunteers who join such camps take care of the 
Needy, supply drinking water, sprinkle water 
over the sun-hit crowd, extend First Aid 
facilities, carry the in 
immediate medical treatment etc. They also put 
up streetside one-act-plays on the Bada Danda, 
for generating awareness on themes like 
anti-drug addiction, anti-dowry, _ literacy 
campaigns and national integration etc. The 
discipline and dedication which mark their 
services exhibit what can the YRC Volunteers do 
if suitable oppotunities are made available to 
them. 
The State level Governor's Cup Debate 
Competitions of Youth Red Cross are organised 


jured on stretchers for 


twice. The winners of College level debate 
competitions participate in the District level 
debate competitions and the winners of the 
District level participate in the State Level 
Competitions (g).The State level winners are 
awarded Governor's Cups alongwith certificates 
of merit which bear the singature of the Hon’‘ble 
Governor of our State. 


The YRC Volunteers of our State participated 
in a National Camp at Pune and won 


everybody's admiration. 


While all these steps are being taken, it is felt 
that there are miles to go. Ours is a state which is 
frequented by natural disasters like flood and 
cyclone, famine and drought including fire 
havoc. There has been, there is and there shall 
be a need of the youth to come forward to the 
rescue of the disaster victims. Who else can carry 
the messsages of disaster preparedness to the 
teeming millions, who else can offer rea/services 
for mitigation of their suffering in their crises, 
other than the young, vibrant students in our 
Colleges ? They are the lucky ones who have the 
opportunity to be educated and the blessed 
ones too, because of the vivacity with which 
they are gifted in the potential period of their life. 
The society needs them. The Orissa Chapter of 
Youth Red Cross offers them a forum through 
which they can be linked with the international 
organisation of the Red Cross in their formative 
years and render yeoman’s service with honour 
and dignity. 

Honorary Youth Red Cross 
» Officer, Orissa. 
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JAINA SCULPTURES IN ORISSA STATE MUSEUM 


Gitarani Praharaj 


Like Buddhism the history of Jainism in Orissa 
is a fascinating subject from the pre-Mauryan 
period. This fact is corroborated by historical 
evidence. Jainism appears to have penetrated 
into the soil in the 5th century B.C. as it is 
known from the invasion of Mahapadma Nanda, 
a king of Magadha.The Nanda king took away 
the Kalinga Jinasana Possibly of Rishavanath as 
a trophy of his victory over Kalinga. Kharavela 
who championed this religion also styled 
himself as ‘Monk King’. In honour of the Jain 
ascetics he excavated Caves in the Khandagiri 
and Udayagiri at Bhubaneswar, 


Besides that, we have traces of Jaina relics at 
Nandapur, Jaypore of Koraput district, 
Bhubaneswar, Puri, Kakatpur, Banpur, Tigiria, 
Cuttack Town, Hatadiha, Chaudwar, Jajpur and 
Adaspur of Cuttack district, Anandapur area 
including Podasingidi in Keonjhar district, 
Balasore town, Charampa (Bhadrak district) and 


Baripada_ and Khiching — of Mayurbhanja 
district. 


We know that the Jaina reli 


a series of deified 


with arms 


Mahavira, the last and most p 
Tirthankaras., Mahavira Was 
contemporary of Buddha. 


their emblems. 
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List of Tirthankaras in traditional order with 


1. Rishavanath or Adinath—A bull 


. Ajitanath—An elephant 

: Sambhavanath—A horse 
F Abhinandana—a monkey 
. Sumatinath— 


A wheel or circle 
- Padma Prabha—A req lotus 


; Suparsvanath—a swastika on the throne 


and the hood of a five-headed cobra 
above. 


NOOR WHND 


: Chandraprabha—The Crescent moon 


- Puspadanta or Suvidhinath—A Makara 
Or a crab. 


- Sitalanath—the wishing tree symbol 
11. Sreyamsanath— 
Garuda. 


A deer, rhinoceros oF 


: Vasupujya—Aa buffalo or bullock 
F Vimalanath—a boar 

14. Anantanath— 
falcon), 


A bear (or some times 4 


4 Dharmanath—a, thunderbolt 


: Santinath_a deer 
tortoise), 


(or sometimes a 


; Kunthunath—a goat 
: Aranath—a fish 


: Mallinath_a water pot or jar 


; Munisuvrata—a tortoise 


21.Naminath, Nemi or Nemiswara—A blue 
Water lily, 

22. Neminath or Arishtanemi—A conch 
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Orissa State Museum preserves a good 
number of Jaina sculptures brought from 
Podasingidi and Charampa. These are given 
below. They are all under display in the 
Archaeology gallery of the Museum awaiting 
serious study of scholars and visitors. 


The first Rishavanath figure bearing Ant. No. 
31 is brought from the site of Podasingidi, 
Anandapur Sub-division of Keonjhar District. 
Podasingidi has some archaeological 
importance and it is located in the dense forest 
of the Baula hill ranges. Orissa State museum 
brought only two Jain images out of many for 
display and the particular Rishavanath image is 
now under display in the 2nd hall of the 
Archaeological Gallery. 


Rishavanatha:—Ay—31 
Find spot—Podasingidi. 
District—Keonjhar, Orissa. 
Measurement—2’8X1'11"’X0".10". 


This inscribed image was brought to the 
Museum in the year 1961 by Shri A. Joshi 
ex-Joint Director of Cultural Affairs, 
Government of Orissa from Podasingidi, a very 
important archaeological site in the dense forest 
of the Baula hill ranges of the Anandapur 
Sub-Division, Dist.-Keonjhar. 


The image sits in meditative pose (yogasana) 
ona double petalled lotus pedestal carved out of 
a solid piece of chlorite. The curled hair with 
long ears and_ half closed eyes present a 
meditative expression. The nose of the image !s 
damaged. The right palm is placed over left 


which touches both the legs in Padmasana 
pedestal is seen the 


pose. Just below the lotus. 
Lanchhana, the standing Bull flanked by two 
lotus petals. Two devotees in kneeling position 
with folded hands are seen facing the bull at the 
tight side. The statue has an oval halo 
(Prabhamandala) with two flying vidyadharas 
on either sides with garlands in their hands. 
The image contains an inscription of i 
lines of fifteen letters on the right side of Be 
Stele which enables us to determine the date - 
the image and_ that of the antiquities 


Podasingidi as well. 
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The first line of the inscription is slightly 
damaged, hence difficult to decipher. The first 
letter of the line one is visible and the 2nd, 3rd 
and the 4th letters are tentatively read. The 3rd 
line contains the name of the image Rishava. 
When read along with the last letter of line 3 it 
means a God. The letters belong to the Kutila 
script of 8th. century A.D. 

From Charampa, Bhadrak District four Jaina 
images have been brought to Orissa State 
Museum and these are displayed in the First hall 
of Archaeology Gallery. A peculiar feature of 
these images is that a number of cutmarks are 
found on their body particularly on chest & 
hand. From this point these Jaina images of 
Charampa differ from other school of Jain Art. 
Confusion may occur as whether it is done by 
the artist or it may be the work of the local wood 
cutters who use the stone for sharpening their 
axes. These images are carved in chlorite 
stone. 

Rishavanath.—(Ay/20) 

Find spot—Charampa 

Measurement—55"°X2’.3"°X1'.00". 

This life-size image of Rishavanatha stands on 
a double petalled lotus throne in the stereotyped 
Kayotsarga pose. But in keeping with the Jaina 
cannons the hands and the ears of the image are 
unusually long. He stands in attention position 
like a soldier. Unfortunately his face is mutilated. 
On the lotus throne the image is flanked by his 
two worshippers— Bharata and Bahubali, who 
holds flywhisks in their left hand on the left 
thighs. The stele has an oval halo with the flying 
Gandharvas on either sides with garlands in their 
hands. Surrounding the image eight planets 
(Astagrahas) have been beautifully carved. But 
it is not possible to identify them as they are 
damaged. Thus the image is Astagraha khachita 
Rishavanath. 1. Ex. Rishavanath worshipped by 
eight planets. The emblem of Rishavanath Bull is 
clearly seen below the pedestal. The hair style of 
this image is a deviation from the other Jaina 
images i.e. while in most of the Jaina images we 
find the hair style in the form of curled knot at 
the top of the head, the present image wears a 
Jata mukuta and has plaits of hair on 


shoulders. 


5* 


Series of umbrellas surround the image above 
which is faintly seen as the holy tree. 


Shantinatha :—(Ay/19) 


The find spot of the image is from Balasore, 
(Bhadrak). 


Sitting on padmasana, the image appears to 
be in deep meditation. The right palm of the 
image is placed over the left which touches both 
the legs. The eyes of the image are fixed upon 
the tip of the nose. The emblem, which 
ditinguishes the image of Shantinath from those 
of other Tirthankaras, is a deer. Below the 
double petalled lotus pedestal is seen a 
beautifully carved a deer flanked by the Yakshini 
(Mahamanasi) in kneeling position with folded 
hands facing the deer, and the Yaksha 
(Kimpurusha) at the left sitting crosslegged. The 
figure of Yaksha is damaged. They are further 
flanked by two lions facing in opposite 
directions.Just above the lotus pedestal, the 
image is flanked by two lions facing in opposite 
direction and by two chouri bearers. Two flying 
Vidyadharas with garlands in their hands flank 
the image at the top. They are beautifully carved. 
The image has a traditional hair style. The curled 
knot at the top of the head is a special character 
of the Orissan images. A trilinear umbrella is held 
over the head above which is seen the Holy Tree 
(Nandi Vriksha) under which — Shantinath 
attended the ‘kevalajnana’ or 


perfect 
knowledge. 

The image has many double concave 
cutmarks on the body. The explanation for these 


marks can not be furnished at the present State 
of our knowledge. Born at Hastinapur 
Shantinatha not only revived Jainism which was 
in a tottering condition, but also consolidated 
the faith. He was the first Tirthankara who 
cccupies an important Place in the history of 
Jainism. It is said that before his birth his mother 
was able to check the pestilence by Sprinkling 
Shanti jala on the sufferers. Hence the name 
‘Shantinath’ or ‘Lord of peace’. 
Ajitanatha :—(Ay/21) 


Find spot—Charampa, Bhadrak. 
Measurement—3'9"X2'.07"X1 01", 
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The image is very important from the 
iconographic point of view. According to Jaina 
iconography Ajitanatha stands with two arms 
hanging on the sides technically known as 
Khadgasana pose. The right palm of the image is 
placed over the left which touches both the legs 
in Padmasana pose. Below the lotus pedestal is 
depicted the Lanchhana. Here the Lanchhana is 
elephant. It is finely carved with two flanking 
lions. In the ‘Uttara Purana’ it is mentioned that 
his mother saw an elephant in her dream. 


Elephant in India is always connected with 
royal power. 


After his birth all the enemies of his father 
were conquered (Jita). Hence his name became 
Ajita. 

Here the image is flanked by two chauri 
bearers and at the top two flying Vidyadharas 
are seen on both the sides with garlands in their 
hands over his head ther 


e is one layer of 
umbrella (Chhatra) 


above which is partly seen 
the Holy Tree. This image has also a number of 


double concave cuts on the body. His hairs are 
also arranged in curls. Sitting images of 
Ajitanatha are very rare in India, 
Mahavira :—(Ay/22) 
Find spot—Charampa, Balasore. 
Measurement—4’3"X2.3", 
Time—8th Century A.D. 


This Digambar Jain image is standing on a 
double petalled lotus pedestal in the stereo 
typed Kayotsarga pose. The figure is unnatural 
and disproportionate. The beauty of the image is 
otherwise spoiled due to a mutilated face. The 
Stele has an oval (Bhabamandal) with two flying 
Gandharvas on either sides with garlands in their 
hands. His Lanchhana, lion has been beautifully 
carved at the corner of the pedestal. 

The image is flanked by two Chouri bearers, 
Yaksha Siddhayika and Srenika. Both the 
Chouri-bearers Stand on lotus which is not 
cosinor nae te Hoge 
aban ahs Kelalavhen the head above which is 

4 or the holy tree. 


Born at Videha ina royal fa 


Oe na ah mily, Mahavira, the 


last Tirthankara has an 


i 


unchallenged eminence in the channels of Jaina 
history, religion and iconography. He is 
otherwise also known as Vardhamana. His 
forbearance, austerities and strenuous efforts in 
the path of deliverance from worldly bondage 
bear eloquent testimony of his lionise 
Personality. Indeed, he stands out the whole 
range of Jaina Tirthankaras as the lion symbol 
befittingly signifies his spiritual powers. 


Mahavira:—(Ay/50) 
Find spot—Not known. 
Measurement—3’9"X2’.00’'X0".10". 


Date—10th Century A.D. 

The beautiful image of Mahavira is carved out 
of a sandstone, in a meditative pose (Yogasana). 
Both his eyes are fixed upon the tip of the nose. 
The right palm of the image is placed over the 
left which touches both the legs arranged in 
Padmasana pose on a double petalled lotus 
Pedestal. The hands are partly broken. The 
hair-style of the image is purely indigenous i.e. 
Curled knot at the top of the head above which is 
seen the ‘Keval Vriksha’ the Holy Tree. He is 
flanked by two Chouri bearers standing on lotus 
flower. The bearer at the right holds the chauri in 
his left hand and places his right hand on his left 
thigh. 

The bearers wear the Jata Mukuta on their 
heads and ornaments on the body such as 
bangles, armlets, girdles, necklace and earrings. 
Just at the top of their heads a goose on each 
Side is carved. 
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At the top of the stele on the right are visible 
three devotees with folded hands garlands, 
while on the left a devotee touches the branch 
of the Holy Tree and the third one is not clear. 
Two more devotees are carved, one above the 
other, the flowers lotus, champak etc. The 
cognisance mark, the lion is seen just below the 
pedestal facing towards a female devotee at the 
left. Perhaps there was also another lion facing 
towards a male devotee at the right side. But the 
lion is completely damaged. Between the two 
lions are seen some flowers motifs. 


Rishavanath:—(Ay/33) 
Find spot—Podasingidi. 


Measurement—2’.07’’X1°.7"X0.8”" 


This Digambar Jaina image stands on a 
double petalled lotus pedestal in the stereotyped 
koyotsarga posture. It is standing erect in 
attention position with long hanging arms. The 
Umbrella (i.e. Chhatra) is seen over his head. His 
hairs are in Jata style two tufts of hairs falling on 
both the shoulders of the image. The image has 
a halo on either side of which there is a carved 
figure of a flying Vidyadhara with garland in his 
hand. The image is flanked. by his two 
attendants-Bharata & Bahubali who hold 
flywhisks in their right hands, while their left 
hands rest on the left thighs. Below the pedestal 
is noticed the cognisance mark, bull, flanked by 
two lions on each side. 


ee 


Assistant Curator, 
Archaeology. Orissa State Museum. 


t Board mecting on June 26, reviewed 
year. He hinted at Rs. 6,246.963 lakh 
es. Legislators Shri Durga 


the meeting. 
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EMHOM Al TAMDICCE.., 


STANDING BENEATH THE TRI-COLOUR FLAG 


“Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes when we shall redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full 
measure, but very substantially. At the stroke of midnight hour, when the world sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom. A moment 
comes, which comes but rarely in history, when we step out from the old to the new, when an age ends, and when the soul of a nation, 


long suppressed, finds utterance. It is fitting that at this solemn moment we take the pledge of dedication to the service’af India and her 
people and to the still larger cause of humanity."’ 


(Excerpts from ‘'A Tryst with 


Destiny’’, Speech to the Constituent Assembly 
by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 


on the eve of Independence, August 14, 1947) 


“The long-awaited day of India's freedom is come. Her centuries-old Slavery has ended. The people's representatives are at last in 
the seats of the mighty......Let us abandon all thoughts of ease, comfort and self and res 


ume the path of sacrifice and suffering that has 
brought us where we are. Let no citizen of the Indian Union think of himself as a Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christian or Parsi but as an 
Indian—Indian first and Indian last."’ 


(Excerpts trom the message of Acharya J. B. Kripalini, 
broadcast through the ALR. on 15 August, 1947 at 2 p.m.) 


pray for your freedom in the future. 
Ours has been an epic struggle 
power itself, sacrifice and ideas 
Outcast, the leper and the saint. 
see The nations of the world who are free, nations of the world who are not free, we pledge you our comradeship, our fellowship, 
our understanding, our love. 
ee, Today, in the name of Indi 
indestructible in the future and shall 


bead 4 struggle of women transformed into Strength 


Best 4 struggle of youth suddenly transfigured into 
rfl a struggle of young men and old men, of rich & 


Poor, the literate, the illiterate, the stricken, the 


a, | give for the whole world the freedom of this India that had never died in the Past that shall be 
ead the world to ultimate peace."’ 


(Excerpts from Sarojini Naidu's broadcast speech 
through the ALR. on 15 August, 1947) 

“Re The century old chains of slavery have been brok i 

frustration and humiliation is ending. T i 

aged and children, rich and poor of th 

pulsating in the body of the Mother. 

exhilaration is in the hearts of the pe 


is ancient land. The spiri 
Once again is beginning 
ople."’ 


—Dr. Rajendra Prasad 


a (Excerpts from his Convocation address to the Allahabad University, Dec. 12, 1947.) 
eat We are not the helpless tools of impe 


shaping the future of things... We alpine "sonal forces which we do not understand and cannot control: We can take a hand in 
‘ne need all our skill, fortitude and inati ar ara 
country but of the World.”” determination to shape the future along democratic lines not only of 


(6 ? , —D. §. Radhakrishnan 
dorpeyiniianinati be Kil wy ee from his convocation address to the centenary of Madras University; Jan. 29, 1957) 
ndlan nation cannot be killed, eathless it stands it wi 5 : 
long as her people do not give up their spirituality. Beggars they i en de 0 a a8 that spirit shall remain as the background, so 
perhaps throughout all time, but let the * Poor an 


; Poverty-stricken, dirt and squalor ma Surround them 
tal © not forget that they are the children of the Sages : : 
Let new India rise......Let her arise Out of the peasant's Cottage pte 


and the sweeper, Let her spring from the grocer’s shop, from bia aay Ht Plough, Out of the huts of the fisherman, the cobbler 
marts and markets. Let her emerge from the groves and forests, from at + Me alr. Let her emanate from the factory, from 
f Ss. 
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(Swami Vivekananda, ‘Our Motherland’) 
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Shri G. Venkatswami, Union Minister for Textiles calling on Chief Minister 
Shri J. B. Patnaik at his Secretariat Chamber on 2-7-1995. 


anta Kumar Biswal 
7-6-1995. 


Bas: 


Deputy Chief Minister Shri : 
Secretariat on 
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inister Shit . Patnaik 
at a function on the occasion of conversion‘of Rupsa-Bangiriposi Railway line to broad 


gauge at Baripada on 28- -7-1995. 


PERE EEUR EP EREER ET 
Dr. Hans Peter Plisehka, Consul-G 
Shri J. B. Patnaik in his 
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